
   CITY OF MASON 
201 West Ash St.                  City Hall       517-676-9155 
Mason, MI 48854-0370              Fax               517-676-1330  

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING - COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 
Monday, January 7, 2013 

7:30 p.m. 

AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order             

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 

4. Unfinished Business 
A. Approval of Minutes – Regular Council Meeting: December 17, 2012 

B. Approval of Bills 

5. Adjourn Sine Die – 2011-2012 Council 

6. Oath of Office 

7. Election of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem and Oath of Office 

8. Announcements 

9. People from the Floor 

10. Consent Agenda 

11. Regular Business 
A. Resolution No. 2013-01 – City Council & Planning Commission Meeting Dates 

B. Resolution No. 2013-02 – A Resolution Recognizing the “Friends of Ingham County Parks”, 
a Non-Profit Organization in the City of Mason 

C. Resolution 2013-03 – A Resolution Accepting the Lansing Area Economic Partnership $10,000 
Public Art Grant  and Establishing a Public Art Policy   

12. Unfinished Business 

13. New Business 

14. Correspondence 
• Mason Public Schools Foundation 

15. Liaison Reports 

16. Councilmember Reports 

17. Administrator’s Report 
 Fire Department Vehicle Accident 
 Water Main Breaks 
 Recreation Plan 

18. Adjournment 

 



CITY OF MASON 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 17, 2012 

 

Clark called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 201 W. Ash Street, Mason, 
Michigan.  Tornholm led the Pledge of Allegiance and offered the invocation. 
  
Present: Councilmembers: Clark, Droscha, Ferris, Mulvany, Naeyaert, Tornholm, Waltz 
Absent: Councilmember: None  
Also present: Martin Colburn, City Administrator 

Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk 
Eric Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer  
Dennis McGinty, City Attorney 
 

• Kiwanis Club of Mason Blood Drive – St. James Church – Thursday, December 27, 2012 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

None. 
PEOPLE FROM THE FLOOR 

 

PRESENTATION 

Clark stated that Senator Debbie Stabenow was unable to attend the December 3, 2012 presentation by 
Jakup Jahiri, Representative of the people of Viti, Kosovo, Peter Jahiri, son of Jakup Jahiri, Mason 
resident, and former U.S. Military interpreter, and Steve Armstrong, Mason Fire Department Engineer. 
Unfortunately, Senator Stabenow was unable to attend tonight.  With fellow Councilmembers, Mayor 
Clark presented the tokens of friendship to Staff Assistant Kali Fox on behalf of Senator Stabenow 
including certificates from the Viti Fire Department and Municipality, as well as gifts of flags, banners, and 
symbols of their country and city for their contribution in making the Fire Truck 806 trip to Kosovo project 
successful. 

Kosovo Acknowledgement from the Residents of Viti, Kosovo for Donations and Twinning 
Agreement p Recipient, Senator Debbie Stabenow 

 

MOTION by Droscha, second by Naeyaert, 
CONSENT AGENDA 

to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
A. Approval of Minutes – Regular Council Meeting: December 3, 2012   
B. Approval of Bills: $84,469.96 

 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

MOTION by Naeyaert,  
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Personnel – City Administrator’s Evaluation 

to recess to executive session to discuss the City Administrator’s evaluation 
Yes (7) Clark, Droscha, Ferris, Mulvany, Naeyaert, Tornholm, Waltz 
No (0) 

 

The meeting recessed to executive session at 7:39 p.m. and reconvened at 8:03 p.m. 

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

MOTION by Naeyaert, second by Droscha 
Resolution No. 2012-37 – City Administrator Performance Evaluation for 2012 Calendar Year 
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to consider Resolution No. 2012-37 read. 
 

 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

Resolution No. 2012-37 was introduced by Tornholm and seconded by Droscha. 
 

CITY OF MASON 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2012-37 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
FOR 2012 CALENDAR YEAR 

December 17, 2012 
 
WHEREAS, City Council Resolution 2005-06 provides that the Council shall conduct a formal review of the 
job performance of the City Administrator on a yearly basis; and 
 
WHEREAS, City Council Resolution 2005-06 further provides that the Council shall conduct the formal 
performance review according to the guidelines described therein, including use of the “City Administrator 
Performance Evaluation Form” and the “City Administrator Self-Evaluation Form” as defined therein; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 3, 2012, the City Council met for the purpose of reviewing the “City Administrator 
Self-Evaluation Form” and the composite “City Administrator Performance Evaluation Form” for the purpose 
of general discussion regarding the job performance of City Administrator Martin A. Colburn, for the purpose 
of developing specific performance objectives for the City Administrator for the upcoming twelve months, 
and for the purpose of discussing revision of the Employment Contract between Administrator Colburn and 
the City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the request of Administrator Colburn, the review meetings by the City Council were held in 
executive session pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Act; now 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council remains satisfied with Administrator Colburn in his 
management of, and service to, the City of Mason.  Administrator Colburn continues to meet the job 
performance expectations of the Council.  The Council feels that Administrator Colburn leads City 
operations in a manner generally consistent with the collective goals and ideals of the Council, as well as 
those of the city as a whole; now 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council evaluated the performance of the City Administrator in 
fulfilling the responsibilities of the position by rating the following categories.  Each category rating below is 
an average based upon each Council Member assigning a performance rating of 1 to 5 to a specific set of 
sub-categories for each category.  Each performance measure uses the following scale: 5 = Exceeds 
expectations; 3 = Meets expectations; 1 = Fails expectations. 
 

1. PROFESSIONALISM:  4.6 
2. RELATIONSHIP WITH COUNCIL: 4.5 
3. POLICY EXECUTION: 4.8 
4. REPORTING: 4.3 
5. PUBLIC RELATIONS: 4.7 
6. STAFFING:  4.3 
7. FISCAL MANAGEMENT:  4.6; now 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mr. Colburn achieved an overall performance rating of 4.5 and more 
than met City Council expectations, and City Council commends Mr. Colburn for his outstanding 
performance as City Administrator and did not identify any areas to improve; however, City Council did have 
concerns regarding Mr. Colburn’s dual role as City Administrator and Acting DPW Director questioning 
whether it was too demanding and time consuming for one individual, and determined Council would set 
forth specific objectives for the Administrator during the 2013-2014 budget process; now  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with City Council Resolution 2005-06, this resolution is 
hereby submitted by Mayor Leon R. Clark and Mayor Pro Tem Michael F. Waltz for consideration by the City 
Council as the written summary of the conclusions of the Council regarding the job performance of City 
Administrator Martin A. Colburn; now 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that in accordance with City Council Resolution No. 2005-06, a copy of this 
resolution shall be placed in the personnel file of City Administrator Martin A. Colburn. 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 
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MOTION by Naeyaert, second by Droscha 
Resolution No. 2012-38 – City Administrator Employment Contract Amendment No. 11 

to consider Resolution No. 2012-38 read. 
 

 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

Resolution No. 2012-38 was introduced by Naeyaert and seconded by Droscha. 
 

CITY OF MASON 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2012-38 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT AMENDMENT #11 
December 17, 2012 

 
WHEREAS, City Council Resolution 2005-06 provides that the Council shall conduct a formal review of the 
job performance of the City Administrator on a yearly basis and further provides that upon completion of the 
performance evaluation process the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem may submit to the Council proposed 
revisions to the Employment Contract between the City Administrator and the City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, City Council hereby modifies Section 2, Salary
 

, increasing salary paid by 2.0% to $86,071.90; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Leon R. Clark and Mayor Pro Tem Michael Waltz do 
hereby recommend extending the current Employment Contract between Martin A. Colburn and the City 
Council of the City of Mason for one year.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council does hereby authorize the Mayor to execute the 
Employment Contract between Martin A. Colburn and the City Council of the City of Mason incorporating the 
revisions proposed herein, effective January 1, 2013. 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

McGinty informed Council regarding errors in the deed of a parcel of land from the estate of George 
W. Pringle that was drafted by the State of Michigan in 1979.   

 Resolution No. 2012-39 – A Resolution to Quiet Title of a Parcel of Land from the Estate of 
George W. Pringle 

 
MOTION by Naeyaert, second by Droscha, 
to consider Resolution No. 2012-39 read. 
 

 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

Resolution No. 2012-39 was introduced by Tornholm and seconded by Droscha.   
 

CITY OF MASON 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2012-39 

A RESOLUTION TO QUIET TITLE OF A PARCEL OF LAND FROM  
THE ESTATE OF GEORGE W. PRINGLE 

December 17, 2012 
 

WHEREAS, in 2009 the Albert Pringle family discovered an error in the chain of title for a 56.2 acre parcel of 
property which affected the marketability of the property, preventing sale; and 
 
WHEREAS, this error was caused by a filing error by the State of Michigan in 1973, and another error on a 
correction deed in 1984; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Pringle family filed a claim against the State of Michigan and the City of Mason to correct 
the status in the Midland County Circuit Court; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City had acquired this property from the Estate of Iva Bond and sold it to the State of 
Michigan in 1973, reserving the mineral rights; and 
 
WHEREAS, an agreement has been conveyed by the three parties’ attorneys whereby the City will reconvey 
the Pringle property to the State of Michigan and the State of Michigan will thereupon reconvey the property 
to the Personal Representative of the Estate of George W. Pringle. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Mason City Council hereby conveys the title of the 
property by Quit Claim Deed to the Estate of George Pringle in fee simple, and that title to the real property 
is forever quieted as the Co-Defendant Michigan Department of Natural Resources. The legal description of 
said property is referred to as: 
 

Part of the Southwest One-quarter of Section 14, T14N, R2W, Greendale Township, Midland 
County, State of Michigan, described as: Beginning N 89° 58’ 59” W, along the South 
Section line, 405.00 feet from the South One-quarter Corner of said Section 14; thence 
continuing N 89° 58’ 59” W, along said South Section line, 205.50 feet; thence N 00° 06’ 51” 
E, parallel to the North-South One-quarter line, 205.50 feet; thence N 89° 58’ 59” W, parallel 
to said South Section line, 1233.00 feet; thence N 00° 06’ 51” E, parallel to said North-South 
One-quarter line, 1644.00 feet; thence S 89° 58’ 59” E, parallel to said South Section line, 
1233.00 feet; thence N 00° 06’ 51” E, parallel to said North-South One-quarter line, 205.50 
feet; thence S 89° 58’ 59” E, parallel to said South Section line, 205.50 feet; thence S 00° 
06’ 51” W, parallel to said North-South One-quarter line, 2055.00 feet back to the place of 
beginning.  This property is subject to an easement for the installation and maintenance of 
public utilities within the right-of-way of West Prairie Road.  Containing 56.2 acres and being 
subject to restrictions, reservations, easements, rights-of-way, zoning, governmental 
regulations, and matters visible, if any, upon or affecting said lands.  

 
AND FURTHERMORE RESOLVES to authorize Special Counsel Gary Worman to execute the 42nd

 

 Circuit 
Court Settlement Agreement Stipulation and Order to Quiet Title 

AND FURTHERMORE RESOLVES to authorize the City Administrator to execute the Quit Claim Deed of 
the Pringle property to the State of Michigan.  

 
RESOLUTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY 

None. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None. 
NEW BUSINESS 

 

Correspondence was distributed.   
CORRESPONDENCE 

 

• Waltz informed Council regarding Planning Commission business 
LIAISON REPORTS  

• Clark informed Council regarding Downtown Development Authority business 
• Naeyaert informed Council regarding legislative matters 

 

Clark reported that he and three other Mayors spoke at the Michigan Municipal League Newly 
Elected Officials Academy. 

COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS 

 

Colburn informed Council regarding City business.  A brief discussion was held regarding the 
progress of Well No. 9, and the recent Dangerous Building citing. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m.  
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 ______________________________________  _______________________________ 
 Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk                  Leon R. Clark, Mayor 





CITY OF MASON 
STAFF AGENDA REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

Meeting Date: January 7, 2013                                            Agenda Item: 11(A) 
 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 
Resolution No. 2013-01 - Resolution Establishing City Council & Planning Commission 
Meeting Dates for the Year 2013 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
None. 
 
 
STAFF REVIEW 
City Clerk 
 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
Resolution No. 2013-01 sets the 2013 regular meeting dates for City Council and Planning 
Commission.   
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Move to approve Resolution No. 2013-01. 
 



Introduced:  
     Second:   
 CITY OF MASON 
 CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2013-01 
 

ESTABLISHMENT OF CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING DATES FOR THE YEAR 2013 

 
 January 7, 2013 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Mason that the following are the dates of 
the regular City Council meetings for the calendar year 2013, and January 6, 2013, and that said 
meetings are to be held on the first and third Mondays of each month, with exception of one holiday, 
scheduled as a *Tuesday meeting,  
 

January 7 and 21    June 3 and 17  
February 4 and 11    July 1 and 15 
March 4 and 18    August 5 and 19 
April 1 and 15     September 3* and 16 
May 6 and 20     October 7 and 21  
November 4 and 18   December 2 and 16  

   January 6, 2014; now 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following are the dates of the regular Planning Commission 
meetings for the calendar year 2013, and that said meetings are to be held on the second Tuesday 
after the first Monday of the respective months, 

 
January 15   May 14   September 10 
February 12   June 11   October 15 
March 12   July 9    November 12 
April 9             August 13   December 10  
                        January 14, 2014; now 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these meetings will be held in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, 
201 W. Ash Street, Mason, Michigan, with the City Council’s meetings to commence at 7:30 p.m. and 
the Planning Commission’s meetings to commence at 6:30 p.m.; now 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the City Clerk shall cause these dates to be published in a local 
newspaper. 
 
Yes  
 
No  
  

CLERK'S CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of a 
resolution adopted by the Mason City Council at its regular meeting on January 7, 2013, the original of 
which is part of the Council’s minutes. 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk 
City of Mason, Ingham County 



CITY OF MASON 
STAFF AGENDA REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

Meeting Date: January 7, 2013                                        Agenda Item: 11(B) 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 
Resolution No. 2013-02 – A Resolution Recognizing the “Friends of Ingham County Parks”, a 
Non-Profit Organization in the City of Mason 
 
EXHIBITS 
None. 
 
 
STAFF REVIEW 
City Clerk 
 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
The “Friends of Ingham County Parks, Inc.” is seeking a Charitable Gaming License from the 
State of Michigan Bureau of State Lottery.  Approval by City Council states that the “Friends of 
Ingham County Parks, Inc.” is recognized as a nonprofit organization is in the community.  The 
organization has provided its By-laws, Articles of Incorporation, and the Certificate of Change 
of Registered Office and/or Change of Resident Agent form which are on file with the City 
Clerk. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Move to approve Resolution No. 2013-02. 
 
 





CITY OF MASON 
STAFF AGENDA REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

Meeting Date:  January 7, 2013                  Agenda Item: 11(C) 

 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 
Resolution 2013-03 – A Resolution Accepting the Lansing Area Economic Partnership $10,000 
Public Art Grant and Establishing a Public Art Policy   
 
 
EXHIBITS 

• City of Mason Public Art Policy 
• LEAP Grant Narrative 
• Art Location Maps  

 
 

STAFF REVIEW 
Administration 
 
 
SUMMARY STATEMENT 
The Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) is the only economic development agency in 
the State to award economic development monies for the placement of art.  The City of Mason 
is one of two local municipalities to receive $10,000 from LEAP at the announcement of the 
Public Art for Communities grant program.  
 
Mason and DeWitt Township will be awarded the funds to commission a sculpture to be placed 
in the public right-of-way in their communities to enhance a sense of place as well as business 
development. The goal would be to help the community identify considerations and 
requirements. 
 
The location for the art work will be the county-foreclosed parcel located at 848 N. Jefferson 
that had a dilapidated house.  The property ownership will be transferred from Ingham County 
to the City, requiring City Council acceptance and action in the future. The house on the 
property is being demolished and the land cleared, and ownership will be turned over to the 
City of Mason.  The City will use the property as a trailhead to the Hayhoe Riverwalk, adding 
parking, a bike rack, benches, trail mapping and ADA access to the trail system.  The public art 
will be created by a local artist from the tri-county region and will be placed on the southern tip 
of the parcel.  This location for the artwork will be very visible along the arterial street and the 
Hayhoe Riverwalk, and will draw people into the Hayhoe Riverwalk trailhead area, as well as 
welcome visitors to the City of Mason itself.  
 



The Mason Public Art Policy establishes a public art program, with the City Administrator 
responsible for implementation. The Public Art Policy spells out the financial means of funding 
future projects, as well as the process.  The City Administrator will utilizes the resources of 
staff and the art community and citizens and ultimately, the City Council to affirm future public 
projects. This policy calls for funding annually if available.  Under the current policy, 1/10 of 1% 
of the general fund would be allocated annually. Under the current year’s annual budget, that 
would be equivalent to $4,976.75. This program allows for donations to be utilized and 
provides some versatility in the program. Contracts that are awarded, are to be completed 
under the supervision of the City Administrator and the City Attorney. This policy requires the 
City Administrator to make recommendation of artists or proposals submitted to be authorized 
by the Mason City Council.  
 
Due to a significant delay by LEAP in announcing the grant recipients, the art selection 
process and installation of the new artwork will also be adjusted within 2013.    
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Approve Resolution 2013-03. 
 



Introduced: 
Second: 

 
CITY OF MASON 

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2013-03 
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE LANSING AREA PARTNERSHIP 
$10,000 PUBLIC ART GRANT AND ESTABLISHING A PUBLIC ART POLICY  

 
JANUARY 7, 2013 

 
 
Whereas, the Lansing Area Economic Partnership (LEAP) established a Public Art Grant 
program, the first of its kind in Mid-Michigan; and 
 
Whereas, LEAP’s intent is to establish a means and incentive in “Placemaking” which is the 
concept of communities creating stimulating and engaging environments; and 
 
Whereas, these environments demonstrated within the Tri-County area of Mid-Michigan, will 
build more confidence in the business community and the community as  a whole to invest and 
create jobs; and 
 
Whereas, LEAP desires to encourage communities to adopt Public Art Policies that assist in the 
implementation for a successful placemaking strategy; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Mason has historically implemented methods and practices that has 
helped create a community with a bountiful personality which is pedestrian friendly and 
stimulating to the citizenry; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Mason has established the Hayhoe Riverwalk, neighborhood parks, 
partnered with entities with public art such as the American Legion art program, all in the hopes 
of creating a visual experience as well as a physical, healthy experience to promote the welfare 
of our citizenry;  
 
Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved, that the City of Mason accepts the LEAP Public Art Grant 
award of $10,000; and 
 
Be It Finally Resolved, that the City of Mason adopt the City of Mason Public Art Policy 
attached to Resolution 2013-03 to implement a methodology to pursue public art within the City 
of Mason.  
 
Yes 
 
No 
 
CLERK’S CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of a 
resolution adopted by the City Council at its regular meeting held Monday, January 7, 2013, the 
original of which is part of the City Council minutes. 
 
 
      
 _____________________________________ 
 Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk 
 City of Mason 
 Ingham County, Michigan            
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