


















Introduced:  
Second:  
 
 
 
 CITY OF MASON 
 CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2014-40 
 
 A RESOLUTION APPROVING UNIFORM VIDEO FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
SUBMITTED BY MICHIGAN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY D/B/A AT&T MICHIGAN 
 
 August 11, 2014 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Uniform Video Services Local Franchise Act, 2006 PA 480 (“Act 480"), 
adopted by the Michigan legislature effective January 1, 2007,  required the Michigan 
Public Service Commission to issue an order establishing a standardized form for the 
uniform video services local franchise agreement to use by all franchising entities in 
Michigan; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 10, 2014, the Mason City Clerk received an application from 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T Michigan, dated July 8, 2014, submitting 
a proposed Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement to the City Clerk in the 
form published by the MPSC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Clerk, upon the advice and recommendation of the City Attorney, 
has  advised the applicant that the proposed franchise agreement is complete in the 
form required by Act 480 and the uniform franchise published by the MPSC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the submitted franchise leaves the amount of the local franchise fee to be 
paid pursuant to paragraph VI - Fees, subparagraph A(ii) of the proposed franchise 
agreement to be an amount as established by the City as franchise entity and leaves 
the amount of local gross revenues to be paid as support for PEG pursuant to 
paragraph VIII, subparagraph A-2 of the proposed franchise agreement to be an 
amount as established by the City as the franchise entity; and 
 
WHEREAS, subsection 6(1)(a) of Act 480 stipulates that a video service provider shall 
pay to the franchising entity an annual video service provider fee in an amount equal to 
the percentage of gross revenues paid to the franchising entity by the incumbent video 
provider with the largest number of subscribers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mason City Council, by City Council Resolution No. 2007-35, adopted 
June 18, 2007, received and placed on file a Uniform Video Service Local Franchise 
Agreement with Millennium Digital Media Systems, LLC, a Delaware corporation, which 
provided an annual video service provider fee to be paid to the City of Mason at 
paragraph VI, subparagraphs A(ii) thereof in the amount of 3.5% of gross revenues and 
PEG fees to the City of Mason as support for the cost of PEG access facilities and 
services at paragraph VI, subparagraphs A(ii) thereof in the amount of 0%; and 
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WHEREAS, the Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement with Millennium 
Digital Media Systems, LLC, was subsequently transferred to WideOpenWest, d/b/a 
WOW, pursuant to a purchase and sale agreement dated August 16, 2011, pursuant to 
notice of transfer filed with the City dated January 9, 2012, which company remains the 
incumbent video service provider in the city of Mason with the largest number of 
subscribers; and 
 
WHEREAS, subsection 6(8) of Act 480 allows the franchising entity to establish a fee to 
be paid for PEG services in the community in an amount not to exceed the fees 
currently paid by the incumbent provider, not to exceed 2% of gross revenues; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to paragraph II of the Uniform Video Local Service Franchise 
Agreement, subsection (M), if the provider is not an incumbent video provider, the 
provider must note in Attachment 1 to its proposed Uniform Video Local Service 
Franchise Agreement, the date on which the provider expects to provide video services 
in the area identified under section 2(3)(e) of the Act as the City of Mason Video Service 
Area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the submitted franchise includes Attachment 1 to the proposed agreement 
which includes confidential Attachments A and B, respectively, the “video service area 
footprint” and the date on which AT&T expects to begin to provide video services in the 
video service area, which information has been designated as trade secrets and 
commercial or financial information which must be kept confidential pursuant to section 
11 of Act 480 and order of the Michigan Public Service Commission. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 
 
 1. The Uniform Video Service Local Franchise Agreement filed with the Clerk 

on July 10, 2014, by Michigan Bell Telephone Company d/b/a AT&T Michigan, is 
hereby received and placed on file. 

 
 2. Paragraph VI - Fees - on page 4 of the submitted franchise agreement 

shall be completed by inserting “3.5%” at subparagraph A(ii), which number shall 
be the percentage of gross revenues to be paid by the provider to the City of 
Mason during the term of the franchise agreement and that page 4 attached 
hereto shall be substituted for page 4 of the submitted agreement. 

 
 3. Paragraph VIII - PEG Fees - on page 6 of the submitted franchise 

agreement, shall be completed by inserting 0.0% as the percentage of gross 
revenues to be paid as support for the cost of PEG access facilities on services.  
Page 6 attached hereto shall be substituted for page 6 of the submitted 
agreement. 

 
 4. The City Administrator shall transmit to Michigan Bell Telephone 

Company, d/b/a AT&T Michigan, a copy of this resolution and the completed 
pages 4 and 6 of the franchise agreement. 
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 5. The City Administrator is authorized to execute page 9 of the Video 

Service Franchise Agreement and page 2 of Attachment 1 to the franchise 
agreement on behalf of the City of Mason and deliver executed copies to the 
provider. 

 
 6. The City Clerk shall protect the designated confidential information 

submitted by AT&T as contained in Exhibits A and B to Attachment 1 of the 
agreement from public disclosure and shall exempt such information from any 
response to a FOIA request and make the information available only to and for 
the use of city officials as are necessary to approve the franchise agreement or 
perform any other task for which the information is submitted, except as 
otherwise required by law. 

 
 
Yes  
No   
 
 
CLERKS CERTIFICATION:  I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete 
copy of a Resolution adopted by the Mason City Council at a public meeting held on 
Monday, August 11, 2014, the original of which is part of the Council's minutes. 
 

        
   

________________________________  
Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk 
City of Mason 
Ingham County, Michigan  

 
 
Drafted by and approved as to form: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Dennis E. McGinty (P17407) 
Mason City Attorney 
601 Abbot Road, PO Box 2502 
East Lansing, MI 48826-2502 
 
 
 




















































































