
CITY OF MASON 
201 West Ash St. City Hall       517-676-9155 
Mason, MI 48854-0370 Fax               517-676-1330 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING - COUNCIL CHAMBER 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order             

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes:  March 15, 2016 and special meeting March 29, 2016 

4. People from the Floor 

5. Announcements 

6. Regular Business 
A. Resolution – A Resolution Recommending that the City Council Adopt an 

Ordinance to Amend Chapter 10 – Businesses – by Adding Article III, 
Mobile Food Vendors – which Defines Mobile Food Vendors and Sets Forth 
Requirements for Compliance  

B. Discussion – Mobile Food Vendor Fees 

7. Unfinished Business 

8. New Business 

9. Correspondence 

• Planning & Zoning News, March 2016 

10. Liaison Reports 

11. Director’s Report 

12. Adjournment  



CITY OF MASON 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES OF MARCH 15, 2016 
 

 
Chairperson Reeser called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 201 W. 
Ash Street, Mason, Michigan.   
 
Present: Commissioners: Barna, Brown, Fischer, *Hagle, Hude, Reeser Sabbadin, Scott, Waxman 
Absent: Commissioner: None 
Also present: David Haywood, Zoning & Development Director 

Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Regular Minutes of February 9, 2016 
The regular meeting Minutes of February 9, 2016 were approved as submitted. 
 
PEOPLE FROM THE FLOOR 
None. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None. 
 

REGULAR BUSINESS 
Motion – Medical Marihuana Draft Ordinance 
Haywood spoke regarding the two resolutions presented for consideration: A resolution to amend 
Section 94-173 of the Mason Code that would add the definition of medical marihuana and 
compliance requirements with the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act of 2008, or a resolution to 
repeal Article III. Medical Marihuana from Chapter 10 of the Mason Code.   He stated that at the 
March 9, 2016 City Council meeting, Attorney Hitch gave a brief overview of his February 2, 2016 
memorandum and the current status of the proposed medical marihuana ordinance.  Council 
discussed the need for an ordinance that would repeat State law.  Council and the city attorney 
agreed it seemed sensible to consider repealing existing local legislation concerning medical 
marihuana.  Discussion ensued on the matter. 
 

MOTION by Sabbadin, seconded by Hagle,  
to introduce and approve Planning Commission Resolution – A Resolution 
Recommending that the City Council Adopt an Ordinance to Amend Section 94-
173 – Supplemental Use Regulations – by Adding Subsection (k) Medical 
Marihuana – which Defines Medical Marihuana and Sets Forth the Requirements 
for Compliance with the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act Of 2008. 

 VOTE: 
Yes (0) 
No (9) Barna, Brown, Fischer, Hagle, Hude, Reeser Sabbadin, Scott, Waxman 
MOTION FAILED 

 
*Hagle left the meeting at 6:56 p.m. 
 
A brief discussion ensued regarding the existing moratorium on the current medical marihuana 
ordinance and it was the consensus that a moratorium on a repealed ordinance would be 
ineffective. 
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MOTION by Sabbadin, seconded by Waxman,  
to consider Planning Commission Resolution – A Resolution Recommending that 
the City Council Repeal Article III of Chapter 10 – Businesses – Sections 10-70, 
10-71, 10-72, 10-73, 10-74 and 10-75 that Regulate Medical Marihuana 
Caregiver and Dispensaries, read. 

 
Introduced by Sabbadin, seconded by Waxman, Planning Commission Resolution – A Resolution 
Recommending that the City Council Repeal Article III of Chapter 10 – Businesses – Sections 
10-70, 10-71, 10-72, 10-73, 10-74 and 10-75 that Regulate Medical Marihuana Caregiver and 
Dispensaries. 
 

MOTION by Brown, second by Waxman, 
to amend Planning Commission Resolution – A Resolution Recommending 
that the City Council Repeal Article III of Chapter 10 – Businesses – Sections 
10-70, 10-71, 10-72, 10-73, 10-74 and 10-75 that Regulate Medical 
Marihuana Caregiver and Dispensaries, in the last paragraph by striking the 
words, “Amend Section 94-173 – Supplemental Use Regulations – by 
Adding Subsection (k) Medical Marihuana – which Defines Medical 
Marihuana and Sets Forth the Requirements for Compliance with the 
Michigan Medical Marihuana Act Of 2008 and to.”  
MOTION APPROVED 
 

CITY OF MASON 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2016-01 

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL REPEAL ARTICLE III OF 
CHAPTER 10 – BUSINESSES – SECTIONS 10-70, 10-71, 10-72, 10-73, 10-74 AND 10-75 
THAT REGULATE MEDICAL MARIHUANA CAREGIVER AND DISPENSARIES 

March 15, 2016 

 

WHEREAS, the People of the state of Michigan have adopted, by initiative, the Michigan Medical 
Marihuana Act (the "Act"); and 

WHEREAS, the Act authorizes primary caregivers to assist qualifying patients in obtaining medical 
marihuana by allowing the primary caregiver to grow, possess, and deliver limited amounts of 
marihuana to the patients and receive compensation for doing so; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mason Planning Commission has studied how to effectively regulate dispensaries 
and primary caregiver operations, including public input, to meet the intent of the Act while 
preserving the health, safety and welfare of its citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Mason, as part of the regulatory process, on March 17, 2014 adopted an 
ordinance requiring primary caregiver operations and dispensaries to be licensed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Mason has not received any applications for licenses for primary caregiver 
operations or dispensaries; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, after considerable deliberation, legal advice, public input, 
case law review, and research, has determined that restrictions on the activities related to medical 
marihuana, registered patients and caregivers that are inconsistent with the Michigan Medical 
Marihuana Act of 2008 would be very challenging to enforce and/or unlawful
 

; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has determined that it does not make sense to impose a 
local ordinance so similar to the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act of 2008, which is already 
enforceable by the Mason Police Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing on the ordinance was noticed and held at the Planning Commission’s 
regular meeting of March 15, 2016, with testimony given and public comment solicited in 
accordance with Section 94-101 of the Mason Code; and 
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WHEREAS, the Mason Planning Commission recommends repealing Article III of Chapter 10, 
Businesses, Sections 10-70, 10-71, 10-72, 10-73, 10-74 and 10-75 of the Code of the City of 
Mason. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Mason Planning Commission does hereby 
recommend that the City Council adopt the attached ordinance to repeal Article III of Chapter 10, 
Businesses, Sections 10-70, 10-71, 10-72, 10-73, 10-74 and 10-75 of the Code of the City of Mason. 

RESOLUTION APPROVED  
 
 
Discussion – Food Truck Ordinance 
Haywood elaborated on his memorandum to the Commission and related information regarding 
regulating food truck businesses and recommended that a workshop and/or additional public 
forum be set.  He provided Commissioners with a correspondence from Jonathon Frasier, 
owner of Good Bites food truck business.   
 
Discussion was held regarding various aspects of regulating food truck businesses.  
 
It was the consensus of the Commission to set a workshop that would include public comment 
on Tuesday, March 29 at 6:30 p.m.  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Upon request, Haywood responded on the status of the Capital Improvement Plan and plans to 
prioritize and update the Zoning Ordinance. 
  

NEW BUSINESS 
It was discussed to consider an International Fire Code and a property rental code.  Brown 
informed Commissioners that the Council passed a motion to direct the Planning Commission to 
look at a proposed ordinance regarding clothing drop boxes. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Distributed.   
 

LIAISON REPORTS  
Brown informed commissioners regarding current City Council business. 
 

DIRECTOR REPORT 
No report at this time. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.  
 
 
 
___________________________________            _______________________________                
Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk    Seth Waxman, Secretary 



CITY OF MASON 
PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 

MINUTES OF MARCH 29, 2016 
 

 
Reeser called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 201 W. Ash 
Street, Mason, Michigan.  
 
Present: Commissioners: Barna, Brown, Fischer, Hagle, Hude, Reeser, Sabbadin, 

Scott, Waxman 
Absent: Commissioner:  None 
Also present: Deborah Stuart, City Administrator  

David Haywood, Zoning & Development Director 
 
 
PEOPLE FROM THE FLOOR 
None. 
 
PRESENTATION – FOOD TRUCK ORDINANCE 
Haywood gave a brief overview of the process of developing a draft ordinance to date, 
including why we are considering an ordinance, sample ordinances, reference material, 
public and City input, and the current draft ordinance.   
 
PUBLIC FORUM – FOOD TRUCK ORDINANCE 
Haywood opened the public forum and gave an overview of the issues raised to date 
and identified three areas that seemed to be where the public discussion should be 
focused, those being location (public vs. private property), density and separation, and 
proximity to brick and mortar businesses.  During the public forum there was fairly 
unanimous agreement among the public in attendance and the Planning Commission to 
the following changes to the draft ordinance: 
 

• Include sunset provision in ordinance one year after adoption 
• Ordinance applies to publicly owned property only 
• Allow generators as a trial for the first year 
• Require prior approval from businesses on an annual basis 
• No permission from adjacent business owners required when located on the 

courthouse square when on the east side of South Jefferson Street, on the 
south side of East Maple Street, and on the north side of East Ash Street 

• Require permission from adjacent business owners in every other location 
• Allow on-street parking adjacent to all other publicly owned property including 

parking lots and parks 
• Require that food trucks may only park in designated, defined parking spaces 
• Do not require distance separation between truck or from other events 
• Do not require density requirement or limitations of the total number of trucks 

at any one time or throughout the year 
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• Allow in any public park at any time – observing park hours 
• Allow in parks even during 24 hour events 
• Allow on-street adjacent to parks 
• Allow in on-street parking spaces, including parallel and angled parking 
• Do not allow in residential areas, except when catering 
• Allow on M-36 when permitted by MDOT 

 
DISCUSSION – FOOD TRUCK ORDINANCE 
The Planning Commission discussed the outcome of the public forum and agreed with 
the desired changes of identified during the public forum.  The Planning Commission 
continued to discuss two additional issues, waiving fees to local non-profit educational 
institutions and suspending licenses if there are objections to the effect of food trucks.  
There did not appear to be a consensus on these two issues.  The Planning 
Commission directed staff to edit the draft ordinance to include the changes identified in 
the public forum for review on or before April 12, 2016.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________           _______________________________                
Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk  Seth Waxman, Secretary 







 

 

Introduced:   
Seconded:   
 
 

CITY OF MASON 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

 
A Resolution Recommending that the City Council Adopt an 

Ordinance to amend Chapter 10 – Businesses – by adding article III, 
Mobile Food Vendors – which defines mobile food vendors and sets 

forth requirements for compliance. 
 

April 12, 2016 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council was approached by a mobile food vendor for permission to 
operate in the public right of way; and 

WHEREAS, in the absence of adequate public policy, the City Council has requested 
that the Planning Commission develop and ordinance to regulate mobile food vending; 
and 

WHEREAS, after careful consideration of example ordinances, resource documents 
and publications on the topic, input from various City boards and commissions, the 
general public, and mobile food vendors, the Planning Commission has developed a 
draft ordinance to address the potential effects that mobile food vending may have on 
the community health, safety and welfare; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Mason Planning Commission 
does hereby recommend that the City Council adopt the attached ordinance to amend 
Chapter 10 – Businesses – by adding article III, Mobile Food Vendors – which defines 
mobile food vendors and sets forth requirements for compliance. 
 
Yes (   )   
No (   ) 
 
CLERK’S CERTIFICATION:  I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate 
copy of a resolution adopted by the Planning Commission at its regular meeting held 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016, the original of which is part of the Planning Commission 
minutes. 
 
 
  

_____________________________ 
Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, Clerk 
City of Mason 
Ingham County, Michigan 
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Introduced: _____________ 
First Reading: _____________ 
Second Reading: _____________ 
Adopted:  _____________ 
Effective:  _____________ 
 
 

CITY OF MASON 
 

MOBILE FOOD VENDING REGULATION ORDINANCE  
[DRAFT] 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 10 – BUSINESSES 
– BY ADDING ARTICLE III, MOBILE FOOD VENDORS – 
WHICH DEFINES MOBILE FOOD VENDORS AND SETS 
FORTH REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLIANCE  

 
 
THE CITY OF MASON ORDAINS: 
 
Chapter 10 of the Mason City Code is hereby amended by adding Article III to establish 
regulations for mobile food vendors, which amended, article shall read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE III.  Mobile Food Vehicle Vending 
 
Section 10-70. Definitions 
 
Mobile food vending means vending, serving, or offering for sale food and/or beverages 
from a mobile food vending unit which meets the definition of a Food Service 
Establishment under Public Act 92 of 2000, which may include the ancillary sales of 
branded items consistent with food, such as a tee shirt that bears the name of the 
organization engaged in Mobile Food Vending. 
 
Mobile food vending unitvehicles means any motorized or non-motorized, trailer, or 
other device designed to be portable and not permanently attached to the ground from 
which food is vended, served or offered for sale.  
 
Vendor means any individual engaged in the business of Mobile Food Vending; if more 
than one individual is operating a single stand, sort of other means of conveyance, then 
Vendor shall mean all individuals operating such single stand, cart or other means of 
conveyance. 
 
Section 10-71. Scope 
 
The provisions of this article apply to mobile food vehicles engaged in the business 
of cooking, preparing and distributing food or beverage with or without charge  on any 
public street or a stand open to the street. upon or in public and private restricted 
spaces. This ordinance does not apply to vehicles which dispense food and that 
move from place to place and are stationary in the same location for no more than 
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15 minutes at a time, such as ice cream trucks, or food vending pushcarts and 
stands located on sidewalks. 
 
Section 10-72. License Required 
 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person, including any religious, charitable or nonprofit 
organization, to operate within the City a mobile food vehicle without having 
obtained from the City Clerk a license for that purpose. 
 
(b) A person desiring to operate a mobile food vehicle shall make written application 
for such license to the City Clerk. The application for a license shall be on forms 
provided by the City Clerk and shall include the following: 
 

(1) Name, signature, phone number, email contact and business address of the 
applicant. 

 
(2) A description of the preparation methods and food product offered for sale 

including the intended menu. 
 
(3) Information on the mobile food vehicle to include year, make and model of the 

vehicle and dimensions, which shall not exceed 36 feet in length or 9 feet in width. 
 
(4) Information setting forth the proposed hours of operation, area of operations, 

plans for power access, water supply and wastewater disposal. 
 
(5) Copies of all necessary license or permits issued by the Ingham County Health 

Department. 
 
(6) Insurance coverage. 
 

(c) Proof of General Comprehensive Liability policy with limits of no less than $2 
million Combined Single Limit coverage issued by an insurer licensed to do business 
in this state and which names the City as an additional injured. 
 
(d) Proof of Public Liability and Property Damage motor vehicle policy with limits of no 
less than $1 million issued by an insurer licensed to do business in this State. 
 
(e) All vendors receiving a license under this ordinance shall pay the annual fee as set 
from time to time by the City Council. 
 
(f) The City Clerk shall issue no more than 10 active mobile food vehicle licenses for 
any calendar year. Each mobile food vehicle license shall expire on December 31 of 
each yearupon the expiration of this ordinance. 
 
(g) A license issued under this ordinance shall not be transferable from person to 
person. 
 
(h) A license is valid for one vehicle only and shall not be transferred between 
vehicles. 
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(h)(i) The license requirement for mobile food vendors shall not apply to vendors 
associated with special events approved by City Council or private catered events on 
private property. 
 
Section 10-73.  Fees 
An application for a permit under this Article shall be accompanied by a fee in the 
amount established by resolution of the City Council.  There shall be no proration of fees.  
Fees are non-refundable once a permit has been issued by the City Clerk.  If operating 
on non-City property, no fee shall be charged to a business which is on the city’s tax rolls 
whose normal business includes the sale of food and/or beverages.  No one shall hire or 
subcontract such vendors in an attempt to evade the provisions of this Article. 
 
Section 10-74. Regulations 
 
(a)  No operator of a mobile food vehicle shall park, stand or move a vehicle and 
conduct business within areas of the city where the license holder has not been 
authorized to operate. The City Council shall by resolution identify those streets and 
public areas where parking by mobile food vehicles is permitted. 
 
(b) The customer service area for mobile food vehicles shall be on the side of the 
truck that faces a curb lawn or sidewalk when parked. No food service shall be 
provided on the driving lane side of the truck. No food shall be prepared, sold, or 
displayed outside of mobile food vehicles. 
 
(c) No mobile food vehicle vendor shall provide or allow any dining area within 10 
feet of the mobile food vehicle, including but not limited to tables and chairs, 
booths, stools, benches or stand up counters. 
 
(d) All mobile food vehicle vendors shall offer a waste container for public use, which 
the vendor shall empty at its own expense. All trash and garbage originating from the 
operation of mobile food vehicles shall be collected and disposed of off-site by the 
operators each day. Spills of food or food by-products shall be cleaned up, and no 
dumping of gray water on the streets is allowed. 
 
(e) No mobile food vehicle shall make or cause to be made any unreasonable or 
excessive noise. The operation of all mobile food vehicles shall meet the city noise 
ordinance, including generators. No loud music, other high-decibel sounds, horns, or 
amplified announcements are allowed. 
 
(f) Signage is only allowed when placed on mobile food vehicles. No separate free-
standing signs are permitted. 
 
(g) No flashing or blinking lights, or strobe lights are allowed on mobile food vehicles 
or related signage when the vehicle is parked and engaged in serving customers. All 
exterior lights with over 60 watts shall contain opaque, hood shields to direct the 
illumination downward. 
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(h) Mobile food vehicles when parked on public streets shall be parked in 
conformance with all applicable parking restrictions, unless otherwise permitted, 
and shall not hinder the lawful parking or operation of other vehicles. 
 
(i) A mobile food vehicle shall not be parked on the street overnight or left 
unattended and unsecured at any time food is in the vehicle. Any mobile food 
vehicle found to be unattended shall be considered a public safety hazard and may 
be ticketed and impounded. 
 
(j) A mobile food vendor may conduct business between the hours of 69am and 12am.  
This restriction shall not apply to Special Event Vendors operating under a separate event 
permit issued by City Council. 

(k)  A vendor shall not operate a mobile food vehicle within 500 feet of any fair, 
festival, special event or civic event that is licensed or sanctioned by the City unless 
the vendor has obtained permission from the event sponsor. 
 

(k) The issuance of a mobile food vehicle license does not grant or entitle the vendor 
to the exclusive use of any service route or parking space to the license holder. 

 
(l) A vendor shall not operate on private property without first obtaining written 

consent to operate from the affected private property owner. A private property 
owner shall not permit parking by a mobile food vehicle until a concessionaires 
license has been obtained from the City Clerk, pursuant to Article II of Chapter 
10, to allow for such use. 

 
(m) No mobile food vehicle shall use external signage, bollards, seating or other 

equipment not contained within the vehicle. When extended, awnings for mobile 
food vehicles shall have a minimum clearance of 7 feet between the ground level 
and the lowest point of the awning or support structure. 

 
(n) Any power required for the mobile food vehicle located on a public way shall be 

self-contained and a mobile food vehicle shall not use utilities drawn from the public 
right-of-way. Mobile food vehicles on private property may use electrical power from 
the property being occupied or an adjacent property, but only when the property 
owner provides written consent to do so. All power sources must be self-contained. 
No power cable or equipment shall be extended at or across any City street, alley or 
sidewalk. 

 
(o) Mobile food vehicles shall not be parked within 150 feet of an existing, brick 

and mortar restaurant during the hours when such restaurant is open to the public 
for business, unless written permission is obtained from said restaurant. 

 
(p)  Mobile food vendors may not operate or sell within a residentially zoned area, 

except when immediately adjacent to city owned property, including parks and parking 
lots. 
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(o) Mobile food vendors may operate in City parks.  The hours of operation for mobile 
food vendors located within City parks shall be limited to park hours. 

 
(p) Mobile food vendors may operate only in areas where brick and mortar business 

establishments have given notice to the city prior permission for mobile food vendors to 
locate on the street in front of their businesses.  The City shall, on an annual basis, give 
notice to the public and maintain a list of businesses within the City that object to a 
mobile food vendor locating within the public right of way immediately in front of their 
business.  Mobile food vendor permits shall include a copy of said list.  However, mobile 
food vendors located on those segments of the east side of South Jefferson Street, 
East Maple Street and East Ash Street immediately adjacent to the Courthouse Square 
do not need prior approval from businesses located across the street. 

 
Section 10-75. Enforcement 
 
(a) Any license holder operating a mobile food vehicle in violation of any provision of 
this ordinance or any rules and regulations promulgated by the City shall be subject 
to a civil fine of $250 per day. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate and 
distinct offense. 
 
(b) Once a license has been issued it may be revoked, suspended or not renewed by 
the City Clerk for failure to comply with the provisions of this ordinance and any rules 
or regulations promulgated by the City. 
 
Section 10-76. Severability 
 
If any portion of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person is adjudged to be 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the validity 
of any other portion of this Ordinance, or the application to any other portion of this 
Ordinance to any such person or other persons. 
 
 
Sunset Provision.  The provisions of this ordinance shall expire one year from the date the 
ordinance goes into effect. 
 
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect upon the expiration of 20 days after its adoption. 
 
 

The foregoing Ordinance was moved for adoption by Council Member ______________ and 
supported by Council Member ____________, with a vote thereon being:  YES (    )  NO (    ), at 
a regular meeting of the City Council held pursuant to public notice in compliance with the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act, on the _____ day of ___________, 2016.  Ordinance No. ____ 
declared adopted this _____ day of __________, 2016. 

 
 
               
     ________________________________________ 

Mike Waltz, Mayor 
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     ________________________________________ 

Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk 
 

 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Thomas M. Hitch (P25558) 
Mason City Attorney 
601 Abbot Road, PO Box 2502 
East Lansing, MI 48826-2502 
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