
CITY OF MASON 
201 West Ash St. City Hall       517-676-9155 
Mason, MI 48854-0370 Fax               517-676-1330 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING - COUNCIL CHAMBER 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order             

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes:  April 12, 2016 

4. People from the Floor 

5. Announcements 

6. Public Hearing 
A. Special Use Permit – Mason First Church of the Nazarene  

Resolution - A Resolution Approving A Final Site Plan And Amending 
Planning Commission Resolution 2007-04 To Allow The Construction 
Of Two Softball Fields At The First Church Of The Nazarene 
Recreation Outreach Center On Property Located At 1706 Dansville 
Road 

7. Regular Business 
A. Resolution – A Resolution Approving A Concurrent Preliminary And Final 

Site Plan To Allow H&H Welding And Repair, Inc. To Construct A 7,650 
Square Foot Building Addition To The Existing Industrial Welding And 
Repair Facility Located At 700 Acme Drive 

B. Report – Mobile Food Vendor Ordinance 
C. Discussion – Mobile Food Vendor Fees 
D. Discussion – Collection Bin Ordinance 

8. Unfinished Business 

9. New Business 

10. Correspondence 

• Planning & Zoning News, April 2016 

11. Liaison Reports 

12. Director’s Report 

13. Adjournment  



CITY OF MASON 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES OF APRIL 12, 2016 
 
Chairperson Reeser called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 201 W. 
Ash Street, Mason, Michigan.   
 
Present: Commissioners: Barna, *Brown, Fischer, Hagle, Hude, Reeser Sabbadin, Scott, Waxman 
Absent: Commissioner: None 
Also present: David Haywood, Zoning & Development Director 

Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk 
 
*Brown arrived at 6:31 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Regular Minutes of March 12, 2016 
The regular meeting Minutes of March 12, and special meeting Minutes of March 29, 2016 were 
approved as submitted. 
 
PEOPLE FROM THE FLOOR 
None. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mason Firefighter’s Association Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser – Chief James M. Pelton Memorial 
Fire Station – Saturday, May 7, 2016. 
 

REGULAR BUSINESS 
Resolution – A Resolution Recommending that the City Council Adopt an Ordinance to 
Amend Chapter 10 – Businesses – by Adding Article III, Mobile Food Vendors – which 
Defines Mobile Food Vendors and Sets Forth Requirements for Compliance 

MOTION by Waxman, seconded by Sabbadin,  
to consider Planning Commission Resolution – A Resolution Recommending that 
the City Council Adopt an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 10 – Businesses – by 
Adding Article III, Mobile Food Vendors – which Defines Mobile Food Vendors 
and Sets Forth Requirements for Compliance, read. 
MOTION APPROVED 

 
Introduced by Scott, seconded by Fischer, Planning Commission Resolution – A Resolution 
Recommending that the City Council Adopt an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 10 – Businesses – 
by Adding Article III, Mobile Food Vendors – which Defines Mobile Food Vendors and Sets 
Forth Requirements for Compliance. 
 
Haywood stated that he was informed the Downtown Development Authority would like to have 
a final review of the document.  A lengthy discussion was held.  Various modifications were 
determined for the proposed ordinance. 

 
MOTION by Waxman, second by Brown, 
to amend the draft Mobile Food Vending Regulation Ordinance, by making 
the changes as discussed in Section 10.74 (c), (n), (p), and (q), Section 
10.72 (c), and Section 10.70 – vendor definition. 
MOTION APPROVED 
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CITY OF MASON 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 2016-02 

A Resolution Recommending that the City Council Adopt an Ordinance to 
amend Chapter 10 – Businesses – by adding article III, Mobile Food Vendors – 
which defines mobile food vendors and sets forth requirements for compliance. 

April 12, 2016 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council was approached by a mobile food vendor for permission to operate in 

the public right of way; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the absence of adequate public policy, the City Council has requested that the 

Planning Commission develop and ordinance to regulate mobile food vending; and 
 
WHEREAS, after careful consideration of example ordinances, resource documents and publications 

on the topic, input from various City boards and commissions, the general public, and mobile food 
vendors, the Planning Commission has developed a draft ordinance to address the potential effects 
that mobile food vending may have on the community health, safety and welfare; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Mason Planning Commission does hereby 

recommend that the City Council adopt the attached ordinance to amend Chapter 10 – Businesses 
– by adding article III, Mobile Food Vendors – which defines mobile food vendors and sets forth 
requirements for compliance. 

RESOLUTION APPROVED  
 

Discussion – Mobile Food Vendor Fees 
The Commission discussed matters that would apply to the fee for mobile food vendors.   
 
*Commissioners Sabbadin and Scott left the meeting to answer a fire call at 7:45 p.m.; both 
commissioners returned at 7:55 p.m. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None. 
  

NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
Distributed.   
 

LIAISON REPORTS  
Brown informed commissioners regarding current City Council business. 
 

DIRECTOR REPORT 
Haywood informed the Commission regarding current Zoning & Development business. 
 
Chairperson Reeser commended Commissioners on their diligent work on the proposed mobile 
food vendor ordinance. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.  
 
___________________________________          _______________________________                

Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, City Clerk    Seth Waxman, Secretary 
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SITE PLAN REVIEW: 
The following sections address compliance with site plan requirements.   
 
Plan Details: 
The application indicates that the youth activity center’s hours of operation will be Monday 
through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.   
 
Height, Bulk, Density, and Area Requirements: 
There are no dimensional standards in the City’s code of ordinances that apply to softball fields.   
 
Off-Street Parking & Circulation: 
Article IX of Chapter 94 Zoning of the Mason Code establishes the requirement for off-street 
parking for the respective uses.  Typically, auditorium, church and stadium uses must provide 
parking equivalent to 33 percent of the total seating capacity.  The existing facility’s occupancy 
capacity is 400.  Therefore, a minimum of 132 parking spaces would be required to meet their 
anticipated demand.  The site plan shows 170 parking spaces.  Given that the sanctuary has not 
been built, the existing number of parking spaces is more than adequate to handle the needs to 
the existing facility. 
 
The parking spaces provided meet the minimum area and dimension requirements as well as the 
Americans with Disabilities Act requirements for number of barrier-free spaces, location and 
dimensions.   
 
Landscaping: 
Buffer zone landscaping for the proposed use is not required as indicated in Table 100-4.  The 
applicant has provided considerable landscaping along the east property line to screen the ball 
fields to the adjacent property.  The plan appears to be in compliance with the standards listed in 
Section 94-241(i) for off-street parking lot landscaping. 
 
Signs: 
No signage is proposed for the site at this time. 
 
Sidewalks: 
The requirement for sidewalks were deferred to such time that development reaches the facility 
pursuant to Planning Commission Resolution No. 2007-04. 
 
Sight Lighting: 
There are no site lighting improvements proposed. 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES: 
 
Streets, Traffic, and Site Access: 
No changes are proposed to the streets or site access.   
 
Water and Sanitary Sewer: 
No changes are proposed to utilities. 
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Storm Water Management: 
No changes are proposed to the site storm water management system.  No additional impact is 
anticipated related to the site grading.  The Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s office has 
indicated that the applicant should contact their office to determine if soil erosion permits may 
apply. 
 
Additional Agency Comments: 
Comments from the remaining agencies are attached.  No additional concerns have been received 
regarding this site plan review at this time. 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
It appears that the site and proposed use will comply with the site plan review standards listed in 
Sections 94-227 of the Code, provided the previously noted conditions are met.   
 
Section 94-192(8)(b) provides general standards for institutional uses.  These standards must be 
met prior to special use permit approval.  The standards and staff commentary regarding 
compliance follow: 
 
(1) An institutional use shall preferably be located at the edge of a residential district, or 

abutting a business or industrial district or public open space. 
 

The proposed location is nearly one-half of a mile from the nearest residentially zoned 
property.  Further, the proposed softball fields are located more than 600 feet from the 
street.   
 

(2) All means shall be utilized to face an institutional use on a major street with motor 
vehicle egress and ingress thereon to avoid the impact of traffic generated by the 
institutional use in the surrounding area. 

 
The proposed location is on a major state highway (M-36). 
 

(3) An institutional use shall preferable be located on a site that offers natural or manmade 
barriers that will lessen the effect of the institutional use on the surrounding area. 

 
The applicant is proposing ample landscaping to soften the effect of the proposed 
improvement.  Whether the proposed landscaping rises to the level of adequate to lessen 
the effect is up to the discretion of the Planning Commission. 
 

(4) A proposed institutional use shall not require costly or uneconomical extensions of public 
services inconsistent with the growth of the district. 

 
No additional utilities are proposed. 
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In addition to these standards, Section 94-191(f) of the Mason Code provides the Basis of 
Determination for Special Use Permits.  These standards must be met before a Special Use 
Permit can be approved.  The standards and staff commentary regarding compliance follow: 
 
(1) Be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be harmonious and 

appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity 
and that such a use will not change the essential character of adjacent property or the 
zoning district in which it is proposed. 

 
 The location is currently zoned AG-Single Family Agricultural, which permits religious 

institutions and use, including auditoriums and ball fields. 
 
(2) Not be hazardous or disturbing to uses in the same general vicinity and will be a 

substantial improvement to property in the immediate vicinity and to the community as a 
whole. 

 
 Staff is not aware of any conflicts of a hazardous or disturbing nature associated with the 

proposed use. 
 
(3) Be served adequately by essential facilities and services, such as highways, streets, police 

and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water and sewage facilities, and 
schools. 

 
 The use is proposed in an area that is not served by public water or sanitary sewer.  The 

site is currently served by an on-site water well and sanitary sewer disposal. 
 
(4) Not create additional requirements at public cost for public facilities and services. 
 
 It does not appear that the proposed use will create additional public costs. 
 
(5) Not involve uses, activities, processes, materials, and equipment or conditions of 

operation that will be detrimental to any person, property, or the general welfare by 
noise, fumes, glare, or odors. 

 
 Staff is not aware of any conflicts of this nature. 
 
(6) Not be located such that it will directly or indirectly have a substantial adverse impact on 

the natural resources of this city. 
 
 Staff is not aware of any conflicts of this nature. 
 
(7) Be in compliance with other applicable local, county, state, or federal rules and 

regulations.  
 
  It appears that the proposed use is in compliance, provided the specified conditions of 

approval are met. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
With the findings and analysis described above, the following action is recommended for 
consideration by the Planning Commission:   
 
That the Planning Commission approve the proposed resolution. 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Proposed Resolution 
2. Application & construction schedule 
3. Agency Comments 

a. Ingham County Drain Commissioner 
b. City of Mason Fire Department 
c. City of Mason Police Department 
d. City of Mason Department of Public Works 
e. City of Mason POTW 

4. Site Plan 
5. Resolution 2007-04 
 
 
 
H:\Planning Commission\Special Use Permit\SUP-1706 W. Dansville Rd (Nazarene-Softball Fields)-staff.doc 



Introduced: 
Seconded: 

 
CITY OF MASON 

PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A FINAL SITE PLAN AND AMENDING 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 2007-04 TO ALLOW THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF TWO SOFTBALL FIELDS AT THE FIRST CHURCH OF 
THE NAZARENE RECREATION OUTREACH CENTER ON PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 1706 DANSVILLE ROAD 
 

May 10, 2016 
 

WHEREAS, a request has been received from the Mason First Church of the Nazarene, 
regarding parcel 33-19-10-10-200-016, for a final site plan approval and amendment to their 
existing special use permit to allow the construction of two softball fields on property located at 
1706 West Dansville Road (M-36); and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed softball fields are proposed to be constructed on property legally 
described as: 
 

A part of the Southeast ¼ and the Northeast ¼ of Section 10, T2N, R1W, Vevay Township, Ingham 
County, Michigan, described as beginning on the East-West ¼ line N 89d56’04” W 660.01 feet from 
the East ¼ corner;  thence N 89d56’04” W 677.36 feet along the East-West ¼ line; thence S 
00d32’50” E 989.83 feet along the East line of the West ½ of the Southeast ¼;  thence N 67d44’53” 
W 683.76 feet;  thence S 28d00’08” W 372.00 feet to the centerline of M-36 (Dansville Road);  
thence N 27d35’34” E 1800.93 feet;  thence S 89d58’02” E 1072.55 feet;  thence S 00d34’10” E 
773.93 feet to the point of beginning, containing 44.11 acres of land, more or less, and subject to any 
easements or rights of way of record; and 

 
WHEREAS, upon compliance with the conditions listed herein, the plans will comply with the 
site plan review standards listed in Section 94-227 of the Mason Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, the approval granted herein shall serve as an addendum to Planning Commission 
Resolution No. 2007-04.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Mason Planning Commission does 
hereby approve a final site plan and special use permit amendment for the construction of two 
softball fields on property located at 1706 West Dansville Road (M-36) based on the plans 
received on April 1, 2016. 
 
Yes (  )    
No (  ) 
 
CLERK’S CERTIFICATION:  I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of 
a resolution adopted by the Planning Commission at its regular meeting held Wednesday, May 
10, 2016, the original of which is part of the Planning Commission minutes. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, Clerk 
City of Mason 
Ingham County, Michigan 
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Parking: 
The plan proposes the relocation of nine parking to accommodate the garage addition.   Section 
94-292(j)(3) requires that parking spaces be a minimum of 200 square feet and a minimum width 
of ten feet.  The applicant is proposing the relocated spaces be nine feet wide.  Approval is 
recommended with the condition that a revised site plan be submitted showing the relocated 
parking spaces at a minimum area of 200 square feet and a minimum width of ten feet.   
 
The site plan does not show the required barrier free parking spaces.  Section 94-292(j)(7) 
requires two barrier free parking spaces, where one is a van accessible space.  Approval is 
recommended with the condition that a revised site plan be submitted showing the required 
barrier free parking spaces.   
 
Sidewalk: 
The plans show a five foot wide sidewalk along Kerns Road the full length of the parcel width.  
Although the City typically requires sidewalks at the time of construction, Kerns Road is 
scheduled for a complete rebuild in 2018, including utilities, road surface, curb and gutter, and 
sidewalks.  To avoid potential construction conflicts and potentially get a better price on 
installation, staff recommends deferring the requirement to install the sidewalks to the City and 
invoice H&H Welding for the proportionate cost at the time of construction.   
 
Landscaping: 
The site plan includes a landscaping plan which includes buffer plantings on the south parcel line 
and along Kerns Road.  The site is adequately buffered along the north property line and partially 
along the south property line by dense vegetation.  Staff would suggest giving credit for the 
existing vegetation in these areas.  With regard to the east property line and given the proximity 
to the buss yard to the east, staff would suggest waiving landscaping requirements along the east 
property line.  Along the remaining segment of the south property line (approx. 330 feet) buffer 
yard B is required per Table 100-4, which requires a minimum 10 foot buffer yard, one tree per 
30 linear feet, and four shrubs per 20 linear feet.  Given 330 feet, four trees and 66 shrubs are 
required.  The landscape plan shows 16 trees and 17 shrubs.  Staff should note that the applicant 
has overprovided trees by eight, with six of them being white pines, which grow very large.  
Whether the overabundance of trees rises to the level of compensating for the lack of shrubs is 
up to the discretion of the Planning Commission pursuant to Section 94-241(e)(6), which 
authorizes the Planning Commission to waive landscape requirements for cause. 
 
The applicant has provided four canopy trees along the properly adjacent to Kerns Road.  Section 
94-241(e)(4) gives the Planning Commission the authority to determine the landscape 
requirement for parcel lines adjoining a street.  Staff would suggest that the applicant has 
adequately provided for landscaping along Kerns Road.  
 
Construction Schedule: 
The applicant has provided a construction schedule indicating that construction will commence 
in mid June with substantial completion in early September of 2016. 
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PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES: 
 
Water and Sanitary Sewer: 
The site is currently served with municipal water and sanitary sewer disposal.  There are no 
proposed changes to the existing systems.   
 
Storm Water Management: 
The site plan proposes to manage storm water utilizing yard drains extending from the vicinity of 
the proposed structure into a delineated wetland.  Although the plans indicate that overland storm 
water flow to a wetland is permissible, it does not take into account for the proposed outlets that 
are shown at or near the regulated wetland boundary.  Staff received an email correspondence 
from Thomas Kolhoff on April 23, 2012 regarding the wetland area and indicated that the area is 
considered a regulated wetland and that any “excavating, filling, draining, or use/development 
(including storm water discharge/discharge pipes)” would require a DEQ permit.  The email 
from Mr. Kolhoff is attached for your reference.  Approval is recommended with the condition 
that the applicant provide correspondence from the DEQ that grants approval for the proposed 
project. 
 
The City Engineer has commented indicating that the proposed storm sewer plan does not 
provide the existing or proposed invert elevations to ensure adequate slope to facilitate drainage 
from the facility.  His recommendation is for the applicant and their engineer review the invert 
elevations to ensure proper drainage.   
 
Additional Agency Comments: 
The Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s office provided comment that the plans must be 
submitted to their agency for evaluation. 
 
Comments from the remaining agencies are attached.  No additional concerns have been received 
regarding this site plan review at this time. 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
It appears that the site and proposed use will comply with the Preliminary and Final Site Plan 
Review standards listed in Sections 94-226 and 94-227 of the Code, provided the previously 
noted conditions are met.   
 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
With the findings and analysis described above, the following action is recommended for 
consideration by the Planning Commission:   
 
That the Planning Commission approve the proposed resolution. 
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Attachments: 
1. Proposed resolution 
2. Application 
3. Agency Comments 

a. City of Mason POTW 
b. City of Mason Police Department 
c. City Engineer 
d. City of Mason Fire Department 
e. Consumers Energy 
f. City of Mason DPW 
g. Ingham County Drain Commissioner 
h. Ingham County Health Department 
i. Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (2012) 

4. Site Plan (2 sheet2) 
 
H:\Planning Commission\Site Plan Review\SPR-700 Acme Dr (H&H Welding-garage)-staff.doc 



Introduced:   
Seconded:   
 

CITY OF MASON 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONCURRENT PRELIMINARY AND FINAL SITE 
PLAN TO ALLOW H&H WELDING AND REPAIR, INC. TO CONSTRUCT A 7,650 

SQUARE FOOT BUILDING ADDITION TO THE EXISTING INDUSTRIAL WELDING 
AND REPAIR FACILITY LOCATED AT 700 ACME DRIVE 

 
May 10, 2016 

 
WHEREAS, a request has been received from H&H Welding and Repair, Inc. for 
concurrent preliminary and final site plan approval to be allowed to construct a 7,650 
square foot building to the existing welding and repair facility at 700 Acme Drive, said 
property having the following legal description and parcel number 33-19-10-05-102-007: 
 

PART OF NW 1/4 OF SEC 5, T2N R1W, CITY OF MASON, INGHAM COUNTY, MI DESC AS: 
COM AT PT ON E LN OF KERNS RD 1793.1 FT N & 663.5 FT E OF W 1/4 COR OF SEC 5 -E 
635.2 FT -S 360 FT –S0D04'W 464.2 FT -N79D17'W 264.8 FT -N55D08'W 456.12 FT -N 514.05 
FT TO POB EXC COM AT NW COR OF SEC 5 -S88D56'58"E 661.5 FT ALNG N SEC LN -
S0D23'42"W 1335.35 FT ALNG E LN OF KERNS RD -S54D34'22"E 330.02 FT TO POB -
S89D32’32"E 367.58 FT -S0D27'28"W 124.01 FT -N78D53'32"W 264.8 FT -N54D34'22"W 
130.99 FT TO POB -ALSO THAT PART OF SD NW 1/4 DESC AS: COM AT NW COR OF SEC 5 
-S89D55'18"E 1300.01 FT ALNG N SEC LN -S0D34'55"E 1177.27 FT TO POB -S89D55'18"E 
316 FT TO EXTN OF E LN OF KIM DR -S0D34'55"E 66 FT -N89D55118"W 316 FT -
N0D34'55"W 66 FT TO POB 10.11 ACRES; and 

 
WHEREAS, upon compliance with the conditions of approval listed herein, the plans will 
comply with the standards of approval listed in Section 94-227 and 228 of Chapter 94, 
of the Mason City Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, approval is granted subject to a revised site plan showing the required 
barrier free parking spaces and parking space widths prior to the issuance of a building 
permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the requirement to install sidewalk be deferred to City of Mason planned 
Kerns Road reconstruction, the proportional cost of which shall be invoiced to the 
applicant at the time of construction; and  
 
WHEREAS, this final site plan approval is valid for a period of 12 months. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Mason Planning Commission 
does hereby approve a final site plan for the construction of a 7,650 square foot building 
addition to the existing welding and repair facility located 700 Acme Drive based on the 
plans dated April 11, 2016. 
 
Yes (   )   
No (   ) 



 
Mason Planning Commission Resolution                      Page 2 of 2 
    

 

 
CLERK’S CERTIFICATION:  I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate 
copy of a resolution adopted by the Planning Commission at its regular meeting held 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016, the original of which is part of the Planning Commission 
minutes. 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Deborah J. Cwiertniewicz, Clerk 
City of Mason 
Ingham County, Michigan 



































 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1198 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN, TO ADD CHAPTER 
1302, SECTIONS 1302.01 – 1302.11. TO THE LANSING CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
BY PROVIDING REGULATIONS AND PERMITTING AND PLACEMENT 
REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLECTION BINS. 

 
THE CITY OF LANSING ORDAINS: 
Section 1. THAT CHAPTER 1302 AND SECTIONS 1302.01-1302.11 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LANSING, MICHIGAN, BE AND IS 
HEREBY ADDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1302.01. PURPOSE. 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS SECTION IS TO REGULATE COLLECTION BINS IN 
THE CITY OF LANSING SO THAT THEY REMAIN CLEAN, SAFE AND DO NOT 
CREATE HAZARDS TO PEDESTRIANS OR TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC. 

 
1302.02. DEFINITIONS. 

AS USED IN SECTIONS 1302.01 TO 1302.11 UNLESS OTHERWISE 
PROVIDED: 

COLLECTION BIN MEANS ANY CONTAINER, RECEPTACLE, OR SIMILAR 
DEVICE THAT IS LOCATED ON ANY PARCEL OR LOT OF RECORD WITHIN THE 
CITY AND THAT IS USED FOR SOLICITING AND COLLECTING THE RECEIPT OF 
CLOTHING, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, OR OTHER SALVAGEABLE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY. THIS TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE RECYCLE BINS FOR THE 
COLLECTION OF RECYCLABLE MATERIAL, ANY RUBBISH OR GARBAGE 
RECEPTACLE. 

CODE COMPLIANCE OFFICE MEANS THE CODE COMPLIANCE 
SUPERVISOR OR HIS OR HER AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE. 

COLLECTION BIN OPERATOR MEANS A PERSON WHO OWNS, 
OPERATES, SUPERVISES OR OTHERWISE IS IN CONTROL OF COLLECTION 
BINS TO SOLICIT COLLECTIONS OF SALVAGEABLE PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

PROPERTY OWNER MEANS ANY PERSON, AGENT, FIRM OR 
CORPORATION HAVING A LEGAL OR EQUITABLE INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY; 
OR RECORDED IN THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE STATE, COUNTY OR 
MUNICIPALITY AS HOLDING TITLE TO THE PROPERTY. 

PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT MEANS THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE OR HIS OR HER AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE. 

REAL PROPERTY MEANS A LOT, PLOT OR PARCEL OF LAND RECORDED 
AND LOCATED IN THE CITY OF LANSING. 

 
1302.03. PERMIT REQUIRED. 

NO PERSON OR ENTITY SHALL CAUSE OR PERMIT THE INSTALLATION 
OR PLACEMENT OF A COLLECTION BIN UPON ANY REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 



 

 

WITHIN THE CITY OF LANSING, WHETHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, WITHOUT FIRST 
OBTAINING AN ANNUAL PERMIT FROM THE CITY CLERK. 

 
1302.04. PERMIT APPLICATION. 

(A) AN APPLICATION FOR A COLLECTION BIN PERMIT, AS REQUIRED BY 
SECTION 1302.03, SHALL BE MADE TO THE CITY CLERK UPON FORMS 
PROVIDED BY THE CITY. SUCH APPLICATION SHALL BE FILED WITH THE CITY 
CLERK NOT LESS THAN 30 DAYS PRIOR TO DATE THAT THE COLLECTION BIN 
IS PLACED ON REAL PROPERTY. ONE ANNUAL PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR 
EACH COLLECTION BIN. THE APPLICATION SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION: 

(1) AN AFFIDAVIT AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT FROM THE PROPERTY 
OWNER, GIVING WRITTEN PERMISSION TO PLACE A COLLECTION BIN ON 
THE PROPERTY OWNER’S REAL PROPERTY, AS WELL AS AN 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF A COPY OF THIS CHAPTER, AND A 
SIGNED STATEMENT AGREEING TO OBEY ALL OF ITS REQUIREMENTS. 
(2) A SITE PLAN INDICATING THE PLACEMENT OF THE COLLECTION BIN, 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 1302.07. 
(3) THE NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND E-MAIL ADDRESS 
OF THE APPLICANT, PROPERTY OWNER AND COLLECTION BIN 
OPERATOR. 
(4) THE NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND E-MAIL ADDRESS 
OF THE AGENT OR PERSON WHO WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING REGULAR 
BUSINESS HOURS AND WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE. 
(5) A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE COLLECTION BIN TO BE INSTALLED. 
(6) THE NUMBER TO A TWENTY-FOUR (24) HOUR HOTLINE FOR 
OVERFLOW EVENTS. 
(7) A NONREFUNDABLE FEE DETERMINED BY RESOLUTION AS SET BY 
CITY COUNCIL. 
(8) A COPY OF THE LICENSE AND REGISTRATION FROM THE STATE OF 
MICHIGAN UNDER THE MICHIGAN CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT AND 
THE CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS SOLICITATIONS ACT IF STATUTORILY 
REQUIRED. 
(B) IN ORDER TO BRING EXISTING COLLECTION BINS INTO COMPLIANCE 

WITH THIS SECTION, COLLECTION BIN OPERATORS, OF EXISTING COLLECTION 
BINS, SHALL HAVE THIRTY (30) DAYS FROM THE ADOPTION OF THIS CHAPTER 
TO SUBMIT A PERMIT APPLICATION TO THE CITY CLERK. 

 
1302.05. PERMIT FORM, EFFECTIVE PERIODS AND RENEWAL. 

THE CITY CLERK SHALL ISSUE A PERMIT FOR COMPLIANT COLLECTION 
BINS THAT CONFORM TO THE FOLLOWING: 

(1) A COLLECTION BIN PERMIT IS VALID FOR A ONE (1) YEAR PERIOD. 
THE RENEWAL APPLICATION MUST BE FILED NOT LATER THAN THIRTY 
(30) DAYS BEFORE THE CURRENT PERMIT EXPIRES. 



 

 

(2) IF THE PERMIT EXPIRES AND THE PERMIT IS NOT RENEWED, THE 
COLLECTION BIN MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE REAL PROPERTY 
WITHIN A MAXIMUM OF TEN (10) DAYS AFTER EXPIRATION OF THE 
PERMIT. 
 

1302.06. PERMITTED LOCATIONS. 
(1) COLLECTION BINS ARE ALLOWED IN THE “E-2” LOCAL SHOPPING 

DISTRICT, “F” AND “F-1” COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, “G-2” WHOLESALE DISTRICT, 
“H” LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT AND “I” HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT. 

(2) COLLECTION BINS SHALL NOT BE LOCATED WITHIN 1,000 FT. FROM 
ANOTHER COLLECTION BIN AS MEASURED ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE FROM 
ONE BOX TO THE OTHER. 

 
1302.07. STANDARDS FOR BIN AND SURROUNDING AREA. 

COLLECTION BINS SHALL CONFORM TO THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS: 
(1) COLLECTION BINS SHALL BE MAINTAINED IN GOOD CONDITION AND 
APPEARANCE WITH NO STRUCTURAL DAMAGE, HOLES OR VISIBLE RUST 
AND SHALL BE FREE OF GRAFFITI. 
(2) COLLECTION BINS ARE REQUIRED TO BE PLACED ON A PAVED OR 
CONCRETE SURFACE. COLLECTION BINS MUST BE LEVEL AND STABLE. 
(3) COLLECTION BINS SHALL BE LOCKED AND BE EQUIPPED WITH A 
SECURE SAFETY CHUTE SO CONTENTS CANNOT BE ACCESSED BY 
ANYONE OTHER THAN THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RETRIEVAL OF 
THE CONTENTS. 
(4) THE COLLECTION BINS SHALL BE EMPTIED WITH SUCH FREQUENCY 
AND REGULARITY AS TO ENSURE THAT IT DOES NOT OVERFLOW AND 
MATERIALS DO NOT ACCUMULATE OUTSIDE THE COLLECTION BIN. 
(5) THE COLLECTION BIN OPERATOR AND PROPERTY OWNER SHALL 
MAINTAIN, OR CAUSE TO BE MAINTAINED, THE AREA SURROUNDING THE 
BINS FREE FROM ANY OVERFLOW COLLECTION ITEMS, FURNITURE, 
RUBBISH, DEBRIS, HAZARDOUS MATERIALS, AND NOXIOUS ODORS. TO 
EXTENT PROVIDED BY LAW, THE COLLECTION BIN OPERATOR AND/OR 
PROPERTY OWNER SHALL BE JOINTLY AND SEVERALLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE CITY’S COST TO ABATE ANY NUISANCE. 
(6) COLLECTION BINS SHALL BE LOCATED ON A PARCEL WHERE THERE 
IS A FUNCTIONING AND PERMITTED USE. COLLECTION BINS SHALL NOT 
BE PERMITTED: 

(A) ON ANY LAND USED OR ZONED RESIDENTIAL; 
(B) ON ANY UNIMPROVED PARCEL; 
(C) WHERE THE PRINCIPAL USE OF THE LAND HAS BEEN CLOSED 
OR UNOCCUPIED FOR MORE THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

(7) ONE (1) COLLECTION BIN ON A SINGLE LOT OF RECORD IS ALLOWED. 
(8) THE TOTAL SIZE OF A COLLECTION BIN IS LIMITED TO A MAXIMUM 
DIMENSION OF 5X5X7. 



 

 

(9) COLLECTION BINS SHALL NOT CAUSE A VISUAL OBSTRUCTION, AS 
DETERMINED BY THE TRANSPORTATION ENGINEER, CITY ENGINEER OR 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT, TO VEHICULAR OR 
PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC. 
(10) NO COLLECTION BIN SHALL BE PLACED CLOSER THAN TEN FEET 
FROM: 

(I) A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SIDEWALK EXCEPT THAT THIS 
PROVISION DOES NOT APPLY TO A PRIVATE SIDEWALK AS LONG 
AS THE PRIVATE SIDEWALK MAINTAINS A FIVE-FOOT CLEARANCE; 
(II) A PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY; 
(III) A DRIVEWAY; OR 
(IV) A SIDE OR REAR PROPERTY LINE OF ADJACENT PROPERTY 

USED FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES. 
(11) COLLECTION BINS SHALL NOT BE PLACED IN A DESIGNATED FIRE 
LANE, IN OR ADJACENT TO A HANDICAP PARKING SPACE, OR BLOCK A 
BUILDING ENTRANCE OR EXIT. 
(12) COLLECTION BINS SHALL BE MADE OF DURABLE METAL OR UV 
RESISTANT MOLDED HARD PLASTIC OR FIBERGLASS MATERIAL THAT IS 
FIRE RESISTANT OR FIRE PROOF. 
 

1302.08. IDENTIFICATION OF COLLECTION BINS. 
(A) COLLECTION BINS SHALL HAVE SIGNAGE ON EACH BIN THAT 

IDENTIFIES THE NAME, MAILING ADDRESS, EMAIL ADDRESS, WEBSITE AND 
PHONE NUMBER OF THE COLLECTION BIN OPERATOR. THE COLLECTION BIN 
SIGNAGE MAY INCLUDE A COMPANY LOGO. TOTAL SIGN AREA ON THE 
COLLECTION BIN SIGNAGE MAY NOT EXCEED 6 SQUARE FEET PER SIDE. THE 
FONT SIZE USED ON THE SIGN SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN 1 INCH IN HEIGHT. 

(B) THE COLLECTION BIN MUST PROMINENTLY DISPLAY AT ALL TIMES A 
READABLE PERMIT IDENTIFICATION STICKER PROVIDED BY THE CITY. 

 
1302.09. PERMIT REVOCATION, REMOVAL OF COLLECTION BINS AND 
LIABILITY. 

(A) IF THE PUBLIC SERVICE DEPARTMENT AND/OR CODE COMPLIANCE 
OFFICE DETERMINES THAT A COLLECTION BIN HAS BEEN PLACED OR IS BEING 
MAINTAINED IN VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER, A CORRECTION NOTICE SHALL 
BE SENT BY REGULAR UNITED STATES MAIL TO THE COLLECTION BIN 
OPERATOR AND PROPERTY OWNER OF THE REAL PROPERTY ON WHICH THE 
COLLECTION BIN HAS BEEN PLACED, AS SHOWN ON THE MOST RECENT 
PERMIT APPLICATION. IN THE EVENT THERE IS NOT ON FILE A PERMIT 
APPLICATION MADE FOR THE COLLECTION BIN WITHIN 24 MONTHS 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE DATE OF VIOLATION, THE CORRECTION 
NOTICE SHALL BE SENT TO THE REAL PROPERTY TAX PAYER OF RECORD IN 
THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE. THE CORRECTION NOTICE SHALL DESCRIBE THE 
OFFENDING CONDITION AND THE ACTIONS NECESSARY TO CORRECT THE 
CONDITION. THE CORRECTION NOTICE SHALL PROVIDE THAT THE OFFENDING 



 

 

CONDITION BE CORRECTED OR ABATED WITHIN SEVEN (7) CALENDAR DAYS 
AFTER MAILING. 

(B) IF THE OFFENDING CONDITION IS NOT CORRECTED OR ABATED 
WITHIN THIS SEVEN (7) CALENDAR DAYS AFTER MAILING, THE CITY OR THE 
CITY’S CONTRACTOR SHALL CLEAN-UP THE COLLECTION BIN AREA. 

(C) ALL COSTS INCURRED BY THE CITY OR THE CITY’S CONTRACTOR 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE CORRECTION OR ABATEMENT OF A COLLECTION BIN 
SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PROPERTY OWNER AND COLLECTION 
BIN OWNER. IF SUCH OBLIGATION IS NOT PAID WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS 
AFTER MAILING OF A BILLING OF COSTS TO THE PROPERTY OWNER, THE CITY 
MAY PLACE A LIEN UPON SUCH REAL PROPERTY ENFORCEABLE AS A TAX 
LIEN IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED BY THE GENERAL LAWS OF THIS STATE 
AGAINST THE PROPERTY AND COLLECTED AS IN THE CASE OF GENERAL 
PROPERTY TAX. IF THE SAME IS NOT PAID PRIOR TO THE PREPARATION OF 
THE NEXT ASSESSMENT ROLL OF THE CITY, THE AMOUNT SHALL BE 
ASSESSED AS A SPECIAL TAX AGAINST SUCH PREMISES ON THE NEXT 
ASSESSMENT ROLL AND COLLECTED THEREUNDER. 

(D) THE CITY CLERK SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO REVOKE ANY PERMIT 
ISSUED HEREUNDER IF: 

(1) OFFENDING CONDITIONS CITED IN A CORRECTION NOTICE ARE NOT 
CORRECTED OR ABATED WITHIN SEVEN (7) DAYS AFTER MAILING, 
(2) PLACEMENT OR CONDITIONS OF THE BIN OR SURROUNDING AREA 
VIOLATE ANY APPLICABLE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW, 
(3) ANY GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY OR AGENCY DETERMINES THAT 
THE COLLECTION BIN HAS VIOLATED THE MICHIGAN CONSUMER 
PROTECTION ACT AND/OR THE CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS AND 
SOLICITATIONS ACT OR OTHER STATUTE ENACTED TO REGULATE OR 
GOVERN COLLECTION BINS. 
(E) UPON REVOCATION OF PERMIT ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS 

CHAPTER, THE COLLECTION BIN SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE REAL 
PROPERTY WITHIN TEN (10) CALENDAR DAYS AND, IF NOT SO REMOVED 
WITHIN THE TIME PERIOD, THE CITY OR THE CITY’S CONTRACTOR MAY 
REMOVE, STORE OR DISPOSE OF THE COLLECTION BIN. 

(F) ALL COSTS INCURRED BY THE CITY OR THE CITY’S CONTRACTOR 
ASSOCIATED WITH REMOVAL, STORAGE OR DISPOSAL OF A COLLECTION BIN 
SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PROPERTY OWNER AND COLLECTION 
BIN OWNER. IF SUCH OBLIGATION IS NOT PAID WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS 
AFTER MAILING OF A BILLING OF COSTS TO THE PROPERTY OWNER, THE CITY 
MAY PLACE A LIEN UPON SUCH REAL PROPERTY ENFORCEABLE AS A TAX 
LIEN IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED BY THE GENERAL LAWS OF THIS STATE 
AGAINST THE PROPERTY AND COLLECTED AS IN THE CASE OF GENERAL 
PROPERTY TAX. IF THE SAME IS NOT PAID PRIOR TO THE PREPARATION OF 
THE NEXT ASSESSMENT ROLL OF THE CITY, THE AMOUNT SHALL BE 
ASSESSED AS A SPECIAL TAX AGAINST SUCH PREMISES ON THE NEXT 
ASSESSMENT ROLL AND COLLECTED THEREUNDER. 



 

 

(G) IF A COLLECTION BIN PERMIT IS REVOKED, THE COLLECTION BIN 
OPERATOR SHALL NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR A NEW PERMIT FOR ONE YEAR FROM 
THE DATE OF REVOCATION. 

 
1302.10. APPEAL TO CITY COUNCIL. 

ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY THE DECISION RENDERED BY THE CITY 
CLERK IN GRANTING OR DENYING AN APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT UNDER 
THIS ARTICLE OR IN REVOKING A PERMIT ISSUED UNDER THIS ARTICLE MAY 
APPEAL THAT DECISION TO THE CITY COUNCIL. THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE WRITTEN FINDINGS OF FACT IN SUPPORT OF ANY 
LICENSE REVOCATION. THE APPEAL SHALL BE MADE BY FILING A WRITTEN 
REQUEST WITH THE CITY CLERK SETTING FORTH THE GROUNDS FOR THE 
APPEAL NOT LATER THAN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE OF THE 
REVOCATION BY THE CITY CLERK. IN THE EVENT THAT THE WRITTEN 
REQUEST IS FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK, COUNCIL SHALL HOLD A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON THE REVOCATION, AND SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO REVERSE, 
AFFIRM OR MODIFY THE DECISION OF THE CITY CLERK. COUNCIL SHALL, IN 
ITS DETERMINATION, MAKE WRITTEN FINDINGS OF FACT SUPPORTING ITS 
DECISION. THE DETERMINATION BY COUNCIL SHALL BE FINAL, SUBJECT TO 
APPEAL TO A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION. 

 
1302.11. PENALTY AND REMEDIES 

(A) IN ADDITION TO REVOCATION OF PERMIT PURSUANT TO SECTION 
1302.09, ANY PERSON VIOLATING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE IS GUILTY 
OF A MUNICIPAL CIVIL INFRACTION. 

(B) IN ADDITION TO THE PENALTY PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS 
SECTION, ANY CONDITION CAUSED OR PERMITTED TO EXIST IN VIOLATION OF 
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER, OR ANY ORDINANCE, SHALL BE DEEMED 
A NEW AND SEPARATE OFFENSE FOR EACH DAY THAT SUCH CONDITION 
CONTINUES TO EXIST. 

(C) IN ADDITION TO THE PENALTY PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS 
SECTION, ANY CONDITION CAUSED OR PERMITTED TO EXIST IN VIOLATION OF 
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER, OR ANY ORDINANCE, SHALL BE DEEMED 
A NEW AND SEPARATE OFFENSE FOR EACH DAY THAT SUCH CONDITION 
CONTINUES TO EXIST. 

(D) NOTHING IN THIS CHAPTER SHALL PREVENT THE CITY FROM 
PURSUING ANY OTHER REMEDY PROVIDED BY LAW IN CONJUNCTION WITH OR 
IN LIEU OF PROSECUTING PERSONS UNDER THIS SECTION FOR VIOLATION OF 
THIS CHAPTER. 

(E) THE COLLECTION BIN OPERATOR AND REAL PROPERTY OWNER 
SHALL BE JOINTLY AND SEVERALLY LIABLE FOR EACH VIOLATION AND FOR 
PAYMENT OF ANY FINES AND COSTS. 

 
Section 2. All ordinances, resolutions or rules, parts of ordinances, resolutions or 

rules inconsistent with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed. 



 

 

 
Section 3. Should any section, clause or phrase of this ordinance be declared to 

be invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part 
thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid. 

 
Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment, 

unless given immediate effect by City Council. 
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