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2007 Annual Report 

 
 The year in Review 

 
 
 

The past year was an eventful time for the Mason Fire Department. Along with 
our core duties of Fire Protection and Prevention for our community, we have seen many 
changes. We said a fond farewell to Chief David Scutt as he retired from the fire service 
to spend more time with his family and fishing. Assistant Chief Kerry Minshall was 
sworn in to take his place. We saw three members leave the department and five new 
members have joined us. 

 
We participated in the Capital Area Fire and EMS Service Study. It was a 

privilege being the only volunteer agency represented. This survey has opened the lines 
of communication for the discussion of possible joint trainings, purchasing of equipment 
and supplies, and automatic mutual aid agreements. 

 
We completed a feasibility study for our Station 2 as well as a Capitol 

Improvement Projection for the fire department which became part of the Capitol 
Improvement Plan for the City. An ISO committee has been formed and is currently 
working on the possibility of improving our insurance rating. Specifications for a standby 
power generator for Station 1 have been written and are currently out for bid. 

 
F.E.M.A.’s “Assistance to Firefighters Grant” was written and applied for in 

2007. The grant was written to replace twenty SCBA packs identified in the Capitol 
Improvement Plan. Mason was awarded one of only two grants given in Ingham County 
this year. The amount of the grant is for $95,000 with the City to match 5%. 

 
The Mason Fire Department is made up of a highly dedicated group of individuals 

that selflessly give of themselves day or night at a moments notice, often for little or no 
pay. Our highly trained firefighters provide fire suppression, search and rescue, vehicle 
extrication, hazardous materials mitigation, confined space rescue, ice rescue, carbon 
monoxide monitoring and much more. Many additional hours are spent in education and 
training to update and to keep our skills current. 

 
Our members also make up the Mason Firefighter’s Association whose purpose is 

to support the Mason Fire Department and the Mason community. Whatever the task at 
hand, the citizens of the City of Mason, Aurelius Township and Vevay Township can 
count on the Fire Department to get the job done. 
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Not only does the Mason Fire Department respond to the aid of our citizens in 
distress, they also devote countless man hours through many various community projects. 

 
In March, we held our annual Saint Patrick’s Day dance fundraiser. We hosted a 

pancake breakfast in May to assist in the purchase of new dress uniforms. Also in May 
we awarded our annual James M Pelton Memorial Scholarship to Mason High School 
Senior Sean Dollman-Jersey. The recipient of the scholarship is a student that is entering 
the emergency services field. 

 
We participated in four parades in Mason as well as sending fire trucks to parades 

in our neighboring communities. Spectators at the 4th of July saw a spectacular fireworks 
display thanks to the hard work of our members. 

 
Over a year of preparation and planning came to fruition in July with the delivery 

of the new Pumper/Tanker 811. The old tractor trailer which was replaced, was sold to 
Onondaga Fire Department. 

 
 On September 11, 2007 the sixth annual Mason Cares Day was a huge success. 

The event brought contributions of money, equipment, supplies and labor to directly 
benefit the Mason Fire Department. Later that evening, we paid homage to our fallen 
Firefighters, Police Officers and victims of the attacks of 9-11-2001 at Mason’s 911 
ceremonies. 

 
Our annual Open House was held on October 13th to kick off Fire Prevention 

Week. The open house brought hundreds of visitors to our fire station. This is an 
educational yet fun day for the whole family. During Fire Prevention week we gave the 
Kindergartener’s their annual fire truck rides and red fire hats, a tradition dating back to 
the 1940’s. There were also several Fire Prevention activities throughout the year held in 
the Mason Public Schools, the James M. Pelton Fire Station, the James Malcom Fire 
Safety House and at the Ingham County Fair. 

 
We took possession of our new Command vehicle from the Police Department in 

late October. Thanks to the generosity and support of our local businesses, we have a 
vehicle that looks brand new. 

 
In December the Mason Fire Department participated in two programs to help the 

local youth in our community. Shop with a Hero is a program that our firefighters look 
forward to each year. Operation Santa was something new for us this year and we hope to 
be part of this program in the future. 

 
At our Awards ceremony and Christmas party we hold a silent auction to raise 

money for the Great Lakes Burn Camp. Between the auction and the Mason Firefighters 
Association’s donation, we sent $1000.00 to sponsor children attending the Camp.  
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Breakdown of Incidents 
 
 

Breakdown by Area Served: 
 

 The Mason Fire Department responded to 189 incidents in 2007. This is a total 
increase of 25 responses over 2006.  There was an increase in responses in the City of 
Mason by 8 calls. Vevay Township had an increase of 12 responses and Aurelius 
Township responses were up by 8 as well. Mutual aid requests from neighboring 
departments decreased by 3. 
 
 
 
 2007 response totals:               2006 response totals: 
          
 City of Mason   92    City of Mason  84 
 Vevay Township 60    Vevay Township 48 
 Aurelius Township 20    Aurelius Township 12 
 Mutual Aid  17    Mutual Aid                20  
 Total            189    Total                       164         
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The following chart represents a five year response average. 
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Fire Loss Analysis 2007 

 
      Service 
        Area 

          Address         Type          Loss 
Property / Contents 

City 143 N. Jefferson  St.   House     $3000 / $1200 

City  120 Orchard Ln.  House     $4500 / $4000 

City 309 N. Okemos St. House     $5000 / $400 

Vevay 685 S. College Rd. Garage          $800 / 0 

City 410 E. Ash St. House          $500 / 0 

City 172 N. Jefferson St. House   $30,000 / $10,000 

Vevay 1871 Hull Rd. Garage/House   $40,000 / $10,000 

City 503 Beacon Lake Dr. Apartment    $5000 / $10,000 

Aurelius 44 Elliot Rd. Pole Barn  $40,000 / $60,000 

City 160 W. Maple St Commercial       $500 / $100 

 
Total property loss was $129,300 
Total Contents loss was $95,700 
Grand total loss for property and contents was $225,000 
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Breakdown by Incident Type: 
 
 
 
The following is a breakdown of incidents and totals comparing 2006 to 2007 for each 
area served. 
 
 
 

City of Mason: 
 

       2006   2007  
  Structure fires        5      7 
  Vehicle fires         4                                  3 
  PI accidents        3      6 
  False alarms                36               26 
  (alarm systems, reported fires, 
      unable to locate, etc) 
  Carbon Monoxide alarms     2      4 
  Miscellaneous     26    24 
  (wires down, fuel leaks, 
  odor investigations, etc)  
  Fires other 
  (rubbish, unauthorized & authorized    7    17 
  burning, fires out upon arrival, etc)          
  Severe weather                            1      5 
  Wild land, grass fires   __0   __0 
      Total     84    92 
 
 
 
In 2007, within the City of Mason, there were 54.5 actual hours spent at these 92 
incidents, a decrease of 5 hours from 2006. 
 
The property loss was approximately $82,600 for all incidents, a decrease from $105,300 
in 2006. The property loss figure includes structures, contents, and vehicle losses. 
 
An average of 10 firefighters responded to these incidents. 
 
The average response time dispatch to on scene was 5.27 minutes, a slight decrease from 
5.88 minutes in 2006. This average includes both emergency and non-emergency calls. 
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Aurelius Township: 
 
 
              2006            2007 
 
  Structure fires     0     1 
  Vehicle fires      1     0 
  PI accidents      1     5 
  False alarms      3     5 
  (alarm systems, reported 
  fires unable to locate, etc) 
  Carbon Monoxide alarms    0     2 
  Miscellaneous      2     2 
  (wires down, fuel leaks,  
  odor investigations, etc) 
  Fires other      4     4 
  (rubbish, unauthorized & authorized 
  burning, fires out upon arrival, etc) 
  Wild land, grass fires              1                                    1  
     Total              12   20 
 
 
 
In 2007, within Aurelius Township, there were 22.5 actual hours spent at these 20 
incidents, an increase of 11.3 hours over 2006. 
 
The 2007 property loss was approximately $100,000 for all incidents. The property loss 
figure includes structures, contents, and vehicle losses. There was no property loss 
reported in 2006 in Aurelius Township. 
 
An average of 12.6 firefighters responded to these incidents, an increase of 1 over 11.6 
firefighters in 2006. 
 
The average response time from dispatch to on scene was 9.05 minutes, a decrease from 
11.8 minutes in 2006. This average includes both emergency and non-emergency calls. 
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Vevay Township: 

 
       2006      2007 
 
  Structure fires      3     2 
  Vehicle fires      3     5 
  PI accidents      4                8 
  False alarms    13              13 
  (alarm systems, reported 
  fires unable to locate, etc) 
  Carbon Monoxide alarms    1     3 
  Miscellaneous               15     8 
  (wires down, fuel leaks,  
  odor investigations, etc) 
  Fires other      7    16 
  (rubbish, unauthorized & authorized 
  burning, fires out upon arrival, etc) 
  Wild land, grass fires                    2                            5   
     Total  48    60 

 
 

In 2007, within Vevay Township, there were 48.1 actual hours spent at these 60 
incidents, a decrease of 5.1 compared to 2006. 
 
The property loss was approximately $83,800 for all incidents, a decrease of $663,500 
from $747,300 in 2006. These figures include structures, contents, and vehicle losses. 
 
An average of 11 firefighters responded to these incidents, a decrease of only .3 under the 
11.3 in 2006. 
 
The average response time from dispatch to on scene was 8.67 minutes, a slight increase 
from 8 minutes in 2006. This average includes both emergency and non-emergency calls. 
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MUTUAL AID 
 

Mason Fire Department participates in Mutual Aid with all of the area Fire Departments as well 
as the Tanker Task Force. This is a great avenue to supplement our department, or help another 
department when there is a large incident that requires more resources than are currently 
available. This might include manpower, equipment, Rapid Intervention Teams or water. 
 
Mutual aid was received 12 times in 2007. This was as increase of 1 over 2006. Mutual Aid was 
provided 17 times during 2007 which is a decrease of 3 from 2006. 

Mutual Aid Given:  
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Mutual Aid Received: 
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Incidents 
 

     
 

This fire in the basement of 120 Orchard Lane was started by a dryer. It quickly spread to 
the shelving and ceiling above. The firefighters made a great attack and put the fire out. 

*** 
 

   
 

This apartment fire at 172 N. Jefferson Street started in a waste basket and rapidly spread 
throughout the kitchen. The firefighters quickly gained control of this fire. 

*** 
 

      
 

This house at 1871 Hull Road was seconds from disaster. Although the garage was a total 
loss, the house and contents were saved. 

*** 
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This fire caused by a dryer in Beacon Lake Apartments could have been a disaster. The 
firefighters acted quickly and efficiently averting a potential catastrophe. 

*** 
 

     
 

This pole building at 44 Elliot Road housed a local business and was a total loss. Fires 
can and do occur at any time. This was on Christmas night, and we were there. 

*** 
 

      
 

Firefighters work hard and efficiently to free trapped patients at these pin in accidents. 
Mason Fire responded to 19 PI accidents in 2007 helping many citizens. 

*** 
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Training & Education  
By Assistant Chief Mark Howe 

 
The Mason Fire Department takes training very seriously which is shown by our 
mandatory practice policy. Each member of the department is required to attend at least 
12 practices each year. The practice they must attend is the first session each month, 
which is a subject that is required by NFPA or one that our department feels is very 
important for our members to know. If they can not make the practice they can make it up 
with Leslie Fire during their scheduled practice, ask a officer to meet with them one on 
one or take a test that has been made up of that practice. Our intention is not to force 
members off of the department but to help make sure they are sharp with their training. 
This is for the safety of themselves, their fellow members who they are working with and 
the community they have sworn to protect.  
 
The Mason Fire Department trains every other Friday night. Start time is 7:00 pm and we 
try to be done by 9:00 pm, but a lot of the time we run over to 9:30 or 10:00 pm. In 2007 
approximately 1,231 personnel hours were spent in training every other Friday night. 
However, this is not all the training that is done by the members. In addition to the 
training required by the department, members will spend their own time attending 
specialized classes, and going out with the engines to practice their skills. Many 
firefighters read articles on such as information flash over, back drafts, new vehicles 
coming out, and other associated topics.  
 
The Mason Fire Department trains with other departments around the county each year. 
We spent approximately 830 additional hours in 2007 training with the tanker task force, 
house burns, Haz – Mat team, Ice Rescue team, Extrication team, Firefighter I & II 
classes as well as Officer I & II & III classes. 
 
When I hear other fire departments, Heavy Rescue, Lansing Mason Ambulance and 
police agencies mention how nice it is to work with such professionals during an 
emergence scene, I know the training is working. The Mason Fire Department is very 
blessed to have the very dedicated people who understand the importance of training and 
are willing do it, as well as go over and beyond the asked amount of time on their own.     

 

        
 
At a training exercise, Blake Kalchik works to cut the roof off of a car while on its side. 
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MASON FIRE DEPARTMENT 
PERSONNEL ROSTER 

 
Kerry Minshall Chief – 27 years 

 
Officer Staff: 

Mark Howe, Assistant Chief – 25 years 
Dennis Howe, Captain – 29 years 

Michael Buckner, 1st Lieutenant – 19 years 
Russell Whipple, 2nd Lieutenant – 18 years 

 
Member:    Position:   Years of service: 
Dennis Whipple   Engineer    44 
Norman Austin   Engineer    35 
Steven Armstrong   Engineer    33 
Larry Martin    Firefighter    32 
Don Parsons    Engineer    29 
Leon Clark    Firefighter    28 
Jim Hays    Engineer    24 
Leon Langridge   Engineer    23 
Debra Scutt    Firefighter    22 
Jim Jones    Firefighter    20 
Don Gailey    Engineer    18 
Art Moul    Firefighter    13 
John Sabbadin    Firefighter    12 
Scott Etzel    Firefighter    5 
Dan Kennedy    Engineer    4 
Matt Wood    Firefighter    4 
Justin Day    Firefighter    3 
Dana Kennedy    Firefighter    3 
Scott Preadmore   Firefighter    3 
John Scutt    Firefighter    2 
Jason Buckner    Firefighter    1 
Vaughn Vandecar   Firefighter    1 
Bill Trotter            *Trainee     
Blake Kalchik            *Trainee 
Jeff Slaton            *Trainee 
Brian Revels          **Trainee 
Kevin Revels          **Trainee 
 
* Fully certified as Firefighters. All new members must fulfill one year probationary 
period as a Trainee. 
 
** Currently in Firefighter training class and in probationary period as a Trainee. 
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Personnel Changes in 2007 
 

With the retirement of Chief Scutt and 3 firefighters resigning, we lost a total of 
four members in 2007. There were six new trainees added however one could not fulfill 
his obligations so we ended with a gain of five new trainees. We currently have a net gain 
in total membership of one person over 2006 bringing our roster to 32 members. 

Firefighter Andrue Combs moved out of Michigan in August for employment and 
Steve Fehrenbach moved out of the fire district in March. Also in March, Dave Reid 
resigned due to other commitments. 

Bill Trotter was put on the department in January, just in time to start his 
firefighter classes. Blake Kalchik came to us in August with his firefighter certification 
earned at LCC’s Fire Academy. In November, Jeff Slaton joined us bringing his training 
and experience from Henrietta Township Fire Department. Also in November we put on 
Steve Betcher, Brian Revels and Kevin Revels as trainees. Brian and Kevin are currently 
taking their Firefighter I & II. Steve Betcher resigned due to a subsequent job promotion. 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Personnel 
 
 
 

   
 
     Stan Jordan     Larry Howe 
         Honorary Firefighter        Honorary Firefighter 
 
Stan Jordan and Larry Howe help with radio operations, training, re-hab and refreshments 
at fire scenes and much more. We are thankful for their contributions. 
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Passing of Command 
 
 
August brought about some major changes within the Mason Fire Department with the 
retirement of Chief David Scutt. Assistant Chief Kerry Minshall was hired and sworn in 
to replace Chief Scutt as Mason’s new Fire Chief. 

 
 

Change of Command Ceremony August 3, 2007 
 

  
 
      Chief David Scutt passes the reins.       City Administrator Marty   
           Colburn pins on the Bugles. 
 
 

Swearing in of Chief 
 
 

Swearing in of Chief Kerry Minshall August 6, 2007 
 
 

         
 
  City Administrator swears in the Chief.        Chief happily accepts new position. 
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Promotions 
 
 
The promotion of Assistant Chief Minshall caused, by order of succession the following 
promotions within the Board of Officers for the department: 
 

• Captain Mark Howe was promoted to Assistant Chief. 
• 1st Lieutenant Mike Buckner was promoted to Captain. 
• 2nd Lieutenant Dennis Howe was promoted to 1st Lieutenant. 
• Russell Whipple was elected to fill the vacated 2nd Lieutenant’s position. 

 
At our annual Election of Officers in December: 

• Assistant Chief Mark Howe elected to remain the Assistant Chief. 
• 1st Lieutenant Dennis Howe was elected to Captain. 
• Captain Mike Buckner moved back to 1st Lieutenant. 
• 2nd Lieutenant Russ Whipple was re-elected to his position. 

 
 

Chief Scutt’s Retirement 
 
 
On August 15, 2007 we held an open house and retirement ceremony for Chief David 
Scutt. Chief Scutt served the Mason Fire Department for 28 years, his last 7 as Chief. We 
are thankful to Dave for all of his years of loyal and dedicated service to the citizens of 
Mason and surrounding communities. 
 
 

   
 
      Mayor Leon Clark bids    The day all fish had feared 
        Chief Scutt farewell.        finally came to pass. 
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9-11 Ceremony 
 
 
On September 11, 2007, Mason held a 9-11 ceremony to remember all of our fallen 
Emergency Service workers who have lost their lives in the line of duty. This honor was 
not only for those killed in the attacks of 9/11/2001, but all Fire, Police and Emergency 
Service workers. 
 
 
 

  
 
 Memorial Wreath.       Some of the participants in the ceremony. 
 
 

    
 
  Police Chief John Stressman. National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Memorial. 
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Mason Cares 
 
On September 9, 2007, the annual Mason Cares Event took place at Mason Station 1. 
This event is organized by Dart Bank with Colleen Briggs as the event coordinator. 
Mason Cares brings together many members of our community to wash Fire and Police 
vehicles, clean the fire station, groom the landscaping, paint and do general maintenance 
items. Several people and businesses also donate goods, services and money to help make 
this the successful event that it has become. We are extremely grateful to everyone that is 
involved in this wonderful cause. 
 

 
 

        
 

  Work crew.     More volunteers. 
 
 
 

           
 
     American Gothic?       Help with the landscaping. 
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Pancake Breakfast 
 
On May 19, 2007, The Mason Firefighters Association held a pancake breakfast to raise 
money to assist in the purchase of new dress uniforms. The last time Mason Fire 
Department got new dress uniforms was in the 1960’s. The new uniforms have recently 
arrived and been handed out. We are sure to look very nice at our next formal event 
thanks to the Mason City Council and this fundraiser. 
 

   
 
      Smokey reels them in…    and Norm feeds them. 
 
 

    
 
   Mayor Clark and Councilman Preadmore     Captain Howe looking good 
                  work in the kitchen.    in his apron. 
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Independence Day 
 
Each year, thousands on people descend upon the City of Mason for the parade and one 
of the area’s most spectacular displays of pyrotechnics, the fireworks. Thanks to the 
generous donations of the spectators and the many hours put in by the Mason 
Firefighters, Dansville Firefighters, Mason Lions Club and other volunteers, this 
wonderful program remains a success. 
 
 

Fireworks: 
 
 

   

 

Trenches are dug for the mortar tubes.  No smoking in the trailer!! 
 

 

 

   

A 
 

And the rocket’s red glare…  The bombs bursting in air… 
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Open House 
 
 
 
At Mason Fire Department’s annual Fire Prevention Open House, hundreds of children 
and their families visit our fire station. During this very popular event families are 
educated about fire prevention in a friendly and fun atmosphere. Children can visit the 
James Malcom Memorial Fire Safety House, spray a real fire hose, get a free picture 
wearing fire gear, ride on a fire engine and much more. 
 
 
 

  
 

    Don Gailey helps a future Firefighter.    Visitors see an extrication demonstration. 
 
 
 

     
 
     The James Malcom Fire Safety House    Everyone loves a ride on the fire engine! 
   and line for truck rides.        It’s the best part! 
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Fire Prevention Activities 
 
 
 

The Mason Fire Department is very active in the community with several Fire Prevention 
events. Firefighter Jason Buckner replaced Firefighter Andrue Combs as our Fire 
Prevention Coordinator in August. Our hats are off to them both, as they did a super job! 
 
 

 

        
 

Jason Buckner and Assistant Chief Howe  Chief Minshall and the kids line up 
    load the Kindergarteners for a ride.   for a picture. 

 
 

*** 
 
 

        
 

Tower 808 inside of Michigan Packaging    Heartwood School children 
      for their Employee Safety Days.          visit the Fire Station. 
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Shop with a Hero 
 
This year eight Fire Department members participated in the annual Shop with a Hero 
program. Students identified by their school get to go shopping with a Police Officer or 
Firefighter at Meijers. Each child receives a gift card to purchase gifts for themselves or 
family members. They also receive a generous food basket from Meijer. This is a fun and 
rewarding event sponsored by the Ingham County Sheriff Department. We are always 
happy to be involved in this wonderful program. 
 

 
 

Bill Trotter and his Student go shopping. 
 
 

Operation Santa 
 
Mason Fire Department was asked to help Operation Santa this year. Operation Santa 
fulfills special requests for children in the Ingham County area. We were asked if we 
could give a child a ride on a fire engine. This grew into an afternoon of fun and activities 
at the fire station for a special young man. 
 

   
 
   Real fire gear and a ride in the Tower. Norm shows how the big ladder operates. 
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Parades 
 
 

No parade would be complete without all of the fire trucks. This year we participated in 
the Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Home coming, Light Parade and parades in Dansville, 
Leslie and Delhi. These parades are part of what makes the City of Mason such a 
wonderful community to be a part of. 
 
 

     
 

  The finishing touches before the parade.      The firefighters hand out thousands of 
      It takes all day to decorate the truck.       stuffed animals along the parade route. 

 
*** 

 
 

 
 

Trucks line up for the Memorial Day Parade. 
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The New 811 
 
 

A NEW ADDITION TO THE FIRE DEPT. FAMILY 
By Captain Dennis Howe 

 
Seventeen months of dreaming, planning, paperwork, visits to the factory, and countless 
phone calls came to a culmination on Thursday, July 19, when a new HME 
pumper/tanker was delivered to the Mason Fire Dept.  Beginning on February 28, 2006, 
over 600 man-hours went into the project. The department, on behalf of the citizens, 
would like to thank the tanker committee consisting of Asst. Chief Kerry Minshall, Norm 
Austin, Larry Martin, John Sabbadin, and Don Gailey, for all of their time and effort. The 
new piece of apparatus will aid the department in continuing to give the citizens of the 
City of Mason, Vevay Township, and Aurelius Township, the service that they have 
come to expect.  
 
The new apparatus is classified as a pumper/tanker because it meets the criteria for both 
classifications. 811, as it is now designated carries 3000 gallons of water, which it can 
dump in approximately 2½ minutes, from either side or rear discharges. 811 also carries a 
3000-gallon Port-A-Tank. The Port-A-Tank, which resembles an above ground 
swimming pool, is set up at the fire scene. Water is then dumped from the tanker into the 
Port-A-Tank. Once empty, the tanker is then free to drive to the nearest water source and 
refill. At the Eden church fire, 2 such tanks were in operation in conjunction with 13 
tankers. Over 200,000 gallons of water were used that day. 811 also meets the criteria as 
a Class A pumper as it carries self-contained breathing apparatus for firefighters, 1000 
feet of 5” hose, 1¾” live lines to be used for fire attack, ladders, along with all the other 
requirements for a Class A pumper. 
 
The HME truck, built on a Kenworth chassis, cost $275,957. 811 weighs approximately 
60,000 pounds when fully loaded and is 9½ feet high. The truck is powered by a 
Caterpillar 410 HP engine and equipped with a 1250 gallon/minute pump. The automatic 
diesel also carries 1000’ of 5” hose, 200’ of 2½” hose, and 300’ of 1¾” hose.    
 
On the same day as it took delivery of its new truck, the Mason Fire Department sent 
“old” 811 to another department not too far from home. Continuing a tradition of our 
neighboring departments working together, Chief Gene Tidd and the Onondaga Fire 
Department accepted the keys to the converted gasoline tanker. By selling the truck to 
Onondaga, not only did Mason help a neighboring department, but it kept the truck in 
Ingham County and available for use if needed. This arrangement is similar to the one 
that sent Mason’s 50’ Squirt to the Leslie Fire Department after Tower 808 was put into 
service. This cooperation aids both communities and actually increases the amount of 
equipment available to all the local fire departments and their constituents.  
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Mason Fire Department Fleet 
 
 

 

       
 
    Out with the old 811…          and in with the new 811. 
 

Tanker(s) 811 responded to 25 calls in 2007. 
 

*** 
 
 
The Mason Fire Department Command Vehicle was also replaced. The 1999 Jeep 
Cherokee was replaced with the 2002 Ford Expedition from the Police Department. 
 
 

 
 
Out with the old Command Vehicle…     and in with the New Command Vehicle. 
 

The Command vehicle(s) responded to 141 calls in 2007. 
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      Engine 809 responded to 96 calls.          Engine 806 responded to 47 calls.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      Tower 808 responded to 21 calls.   Tanker 807 responded to 53 calls. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Brush 810 responded to 28 calls.  Squad 815 responded to 34 calls. 
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Conclusion 
 
 
The year 2007 is now behind us. The Mason Fire Department has seen several 

changes, overcome some obstacles and has had many successes along the way. These 
successes could not have been possible without the backing and support of many people.  

The loyal and dedicated Firefighters, Engineers, Officers and support staff of our 
fine fire department are beyond compare. Day or night whether responding to an 
emergency or participating in one of the many community service projects, we are truly 
blessed to have each and every one of them. 

This membership could not be successful without the support of their families, 
friends and loved ones. The fire service demands many hours away from the home often 
at a moments notice and these are the people that pick up the pieces after us. 

The support from the community is essential as local people and businesses help 
with donations, supplies and labor. We thank all of you for your continuous generosity. 

Thanks to our City Administrator Marty Colburn for his guidance and support, 
especially from me as I work through my first year as Fire Chief. And thanks to all of the 
City staff who have all helped in many ways. 

Thanks to the Honorable Mayor and City Council for their ongoing support to 
help us provide quality public services for our citizens and community. 

We must now look ahead to the year 2008 and beyond to embrace the new 
challenges in our ever changing world. As we look forward we will continue to pursue 
new recruitment to carry on our quality of service and to carry on our traditions. We will 
continue to work to improve our ISO rating. We now have most of the funding to replace 
our aging SCBA air packs so that we may focus on upgrading other equipment such as 
our turnout gear so that we will stay safe and keep compliant with the new standards. 

I look forward to facing the challenges ahead of us and the rewards that will 
surely follow as we overcome those challenges. With all of the support from everyone 
involved in the Fire Department family, we will continue to protect and serve the fine 
citizens of the City of Mason and surrounding communities. 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
 
Chief Kerry Minshall 


