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Mason Fire Department
2010 Officers

Kerry Minshall Mark Howe
Chief Assistant Chief

Dennis Howe Russell Whipple John Sabbadin
Captain S Lieutenant ¥ Lieutenant




Mason Fire Department
2010 Personnel Roster

Member: Position: Years of service:
Steven Armstrong Engineer 36
Larry Martin Firefighter/Assistant Engineer 35
Dennis Howe Captain 32
Don Parsons Engineer 32
Leon Clark Firefighter/Assistant Engineer 31
Kerry Minshall Chief 30
Mark Howe Assistant Chief 28
Jim Hays Engineer 27
Leon Langridge Engineer 26
Debra Scutt Firefighter 25
Jim Jones Firefighter/Assistant Engineer 23
Michael Buckner Engineer 22
Russell Whipple % Lieutenant 21
Art Moul Firefighter/Assistant Engineer 16
John Sabbadin "bLieutenant 15
Scott Etzel Firefighter/Assistant Engineer 8
Dan Kennedy Engineer 7
Matt Wood Firefighter/Assistant Engineer 7
Dana Kennedy Firefighter 6
Scott Preadmore Firefighter/Assistant Engineer 6
John Scutt Firefighter 5
Brian Jordan Firefighter 5
Vaughn Vandecar Firefighter 4
Bill Trotter Firefighter 4
Blake Kalchik Firefighter 3
Jeff Slaton Firefighter 3
Brian Revels Firefighter 3
Kevin Revels Firefighter 3
Joshua Woodland Firefighter 2
Jacob Meyers Firefighter 2
Jim Jones Jr. Firefighter 1
Brian Wood Firefighter 1
Jason Buckner *Trainee

Chad Chambers *Trainee

Kirk Crawford **Trainee

*  Fully certified as a Firefighter. All new members must fulfill a one year probationary
period as a Trainee.
** Currently in Firefighter training class and in their probationary period as a Trainee.



Personnel Changes in 2010

Retirements

We had two significant retirements in 2010. In March, long time member Dennis
Whipple retired from the Fire Department with 47 years of service and in November, Norman
Austin retired with 38 years of service. At their ceremonies, many awards and accolades were
given to thank them for their many contributions to the City of Mason and surrounding areas
through their work on the Mason Fire Department. Dennis and Norm are now honorary members
and continue to serve the department by helping at trainings, providing refreshments at fire calls
and working at our various other functions.

Mayor Clark presents Dennis Norm addresses his many
with a proclamation family and friends in attendance

New Members

We had three new members join the Fire Department in 2010. We are happy to have
Jason Buckner rejoin our team. Jason was a prior member and is Firefighter | and Firefighter Il
certified. Having moved out of town and had to quit the department however, he has recently
moved back to Mason.

Chad Chambers has also joined the department. Chad recently moved into Mason and is
already fully trained as a firefighter. He brings with him a lot of knowledge and experience.

Our third addition in 2010 was Kirk Crawford. Kirk is currently enrolled in his
Firefighter | and Firefighter Il training in Windsor Township and should graduate in May.



Theyear in Review
By Chief Kerry Minshall

2010 saw an increase in the volume of runs for Mason Fire Department with several
significant calls. We responded to a pickup verses train accident, and an airplane crash. We also
had several large fires such as the Americhem and Launstein Hardwoods fires. The City's
continued investment in training, equipment and our infrastructure helped us to safely and
efficiently handle these emergencies.

The Fire Department members, officers and the Firefighter's Association were also
involved in several community activities that required many volunteer hours.

The Metro Fire Chief's organization meets on a monthly basis with the location rotating
to the different member’s jurisdictions. This group consists of Delhi Township, Delta Township,
DeWitt Township, East Lansing, Lansing, Looking Glass Regional Fire Authority, Mason,
Meridian Township and Windsor Township Fire Departments. Chief Minshall continues to be a
participating member.

Mason Fire Department is an active member of the Ingham County Fire Chief's
Association. Assistant Chief Howe served as the 2010 president of the Association. This group
works on common issues concerning our local Fire Departments such as the Ingham County
Haz-mat team, radio communications, joint training and the Ingham County Tanker Task Force.

We continue to have an aggressive training program under the direction of our training
officer Captain Dennis Howe. In April the Mason Fire Department held a live wild land burn at
the Ingham County Conversation District on Hawley Road. We continue to practice our fire
suppression, search and rescue, vehicle extrication, hazardous materials mitigation, confined
space rescue, ice rescue, carbon monoxide monitoring and much more at our bi-weekly trainings.

The Chief James M. Pelton Memorial Scholarship was given to Mason High School
senior Chelsea Green in May. The Mason High School Administration helps to choose the
recipient and we present the scholarship at their annual awards night along with Mrs. Barb
Pelton. This scholarship is funded by the Mason Firefighter's Association and given in memory
of Chief James M. Pelton.

The Mason Firefighter’s Association continues to be an ever important part of the Mason
Fire Department. The association is made up of all of the members of the Fire Department plus

6



many honorary and auxiliary members. The Mason Firefighter's Association is involved in
fundraising efforts such as our Saint Patrick’'s Day dance and our two pancake breakfasts. These
funds help to support the purchase of equipment for the Fire Department as well as support our
other various activities. Members of the Association also help with our many annual activities
including our, fireworks program, the James Malcom Fire Safety House at the Ingham County
Fair, Mason Cares, Shop with a Hero and our 9-11 ceremony.

The Fire Department participates in many parades throughout the year in Mason and the
surrounding areas including Independence Day, Mason Homecoming, Veteran’s Day and the
Light Parade. We also send fire trucks to Dansville and Leslie for their Memorial Day parades
and entered an engine in Leslie’s light parade.

In June of 2010, members of the Fire Department participated in the American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life with the “Mason Fire Dawgs” team to help raise funds for their cause.

Members of Mason Fire Department and Dansville Fire Department with the help of
several local businesses and community members, volunteer many hours to bring the fireworks
program to the City of Mason. Residents and visitors alike gather at the Ingham County
Fairgrounds at dusk for the big show. The fireworks program is funded through the Mason
Firefighter's Association and is primarily paid for through donations.

Each year our firefighters volunteer their time to work at the Ingham County Fair. Our
members provide fire protection at the demolition derbies, water the race track and along with
other Association members, staff the James Malcom Fire Safety House for the week long event.

The ¢" annual Mason Cares Day was held on September 11, 2010. Thanks to Dart Bank
and Colleen Briggs for coordinating and sponsoring this event each year. The rainy weather did
not deter the many members of our community who descended upon the fire station to show their
support by washing trucks, cleaning the station and performing many other tasks.

Also on September 11, 2010, we held our annual 9-11 ceremony. At this event, we pay
homage and remember all of the fallen Firefighters, Police Officers and other emergency
services providers. Due to the inclement weather, the ceremony was held inside the James M.
Pelton Memorial Fire Station.

In October the Fire Department held an open house during fire prevention week. Kids
and adults alike enjoyed the many fire prevention activities. The open house was not held in
2009 due to the new city hall construction project.

Also in October, the Fire Department took delivery of our new Rescue 806. This
apparatus replaced a 1984 pumper and has a 1500 gallon per minute pump plus it carries 1000
gallons of water. It also comes with onboard extrication tools, generator, foam and much more.

In December, four of our firefighters teamed up with other fire personnel and law
enforcement to participate in the annual Shop with a Hero program. This event is sponsored each
year by the Ingham County Sheriff’'s department and Meijer.

Each year our goal is to sponsor two children so that they may attend a week at the Great

Lakes Burn Camp for children who have suffered severe burns. During our annual awards
ceremony and Christmas party, we again raised $1,000.00 to meet our goal.

7



Breakdown of Incidents

Breakdown by Area Served:

The Mason Fire Department responded to 191 incidents in 2010. This is a total increase
of 26 responses compared to 2009. There was an increase in responses in the City of Mason by 1
call. Vevay Township had an increase of 6 responses and Aurelius Township responses increased
by 10. Mutual aid requests from neighboring departments increased by 9.

2009 response totals:

2010 response totals:

City of Mason 88 City of Mason 89
Vevay Township 43 Vevay Township 49
Aurelius Township 13 Aurelius Township 23
Mutual Aid 21 Mutual Aid 30
Total 165 Total 191
13% 16%
469
26% 53%]

8%

26%

12%

O Mason (88) | Aurelius (13)

O Vevay (43) O Mutual Aid (21)

O Mason (89) B Aurelius (23)

O Vevay (49) O Mutual Aid (30)

Total Responses 2009
By percent

Total Responses 2010
By percent



Five Years of Incidents

2010 2009 2008 2007 2006
City of Mason 89 88 138 92 84
Vevay Twp 49 43 38 60 48
Aurelius Twp 23 13 20 20 12
Mutual Aid 30 21 29 17 20
Total 191 165 225 189 164

The following chart represents responses by area over a five-year period.
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Breakdown by Incident Type:

City of Mason 2010

Structure fires 9
Vehicle fires 4
Pl accidents and extrications 3
False alarms:

Systems, detectors, etc. 22
False alarms:

Canceled, unable to locate etc. 7
Carbon Monoxide alarms 2
Miscellaneous:

Power lines etc. 6
Miscellaneous:

Odors, fuel and gas leaks etc. 20
Fires other:

Minor fires, rubbish, unauthorized and authorized burning,

fires out upon arrival, etc. 13
Severe weather 2
Wild land, grass fires 0
Missing persons 0
Medical assistance / rescue 1
Hazardous materials 0
Total 89

An average of 10.8 firefighters responded to these incidents.

The average response time from dispatch to on-the-scene was 4.3 minutes.
This average includes all calls, both emergency and non-emergency.

There were 67 hours spent at these runs in the City with a manpower total of 998.3 hours.
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Aurédius Township 2010:

Structure fires 1

Vehicle fires 3

Pl accidents and extrications 2

False alarms:
Systems, detectors, etc. 4

False alarms:
Canceled, unable to locate etc. 1

Carbon Monoxide alarms 0

Miscellaneous:
Power lines etc. 1

Miscellaneous:
Odors, fuel and gas leaks etc. 1

Fires other:
Minor fires, rubbish, unauthorized and authorized burning,
fires out upon arrival, etc.

Severe weather

Wild land, grass fires

OI\Jooo

Missing persons

Medical assistance / rescue 0

Hazardous materials 0

Total 23

An average of 13.5 firefighters responded to these incidents.

The average response time from dispatch to on-the-scene was 8.7 minutes.
This average includes all calls, both emergency and non-emergency.

There were 27.7 hours spent at these runs in Aurelius Township with a manpower total of 434.1
hours.
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Vevay Township 2010:

Structure fires 3
Vehicle fires 1
Pl accidents and extrications 7
False alarms:

Systems, detectors, etc. 3
False alarms:

Canceled, unable to locate etc. 6
Carbon Monoxide alarms 0
Miscellaneous:

Power lines etc. 4
Miscellaneous:

Odors, fuel and gas leaks etc. 8
Fires other:

Minor fires, rubbish, unauthorized and authorized burning,

fires out upon arrival, etc. 14
Severe weather 0
Wild land, grass fires 2
Missing persons 0
Medical assistance / rescue 0
Hazardous materials 0
Total 49

An average of 12.4 firefighters responded to these incidents.

The average response time from dispatch to on-the-scene was 6.3 minutes.
This average includes all calls, both emergency and non-emergency.

There were 55.5 hours spent at these runs in Vevay Township with a manpower total of 771.6
hours.
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Mutual Aid

By combining our resources with other area departments, we are able to greatly enhance
the services that we provide. Mutual Aid is essential whenever a large incident occurs. We give
and receive mutual aid with our neighboring departments for manpower, equipment, Rapid

Intervention Teams and water.

Mason Fire Department continues to participate with the Ingham County Tanker Task
Force (TTF). A call for the TTF will bring tankers from all of Ingham County, part of Eaton

County, and part of Livingston County. Mason utilized the TTF one time in 2010.

In 2010, Mutual Aid was given 30 times and was received 26 times.

Mutual Aid Given 2010:
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Training & Education
By Captain Dennis Howe

The members of the Mason Fire Department are asked to
leave their spouses, family, friends, and even their place of
employment at a moment’s notice to serve this community. In
addition, these same members are required to take part in training.

This training allows us to enhance our knowledge, sharpen our skills, and develops the teamwork
necessary to maintain the high level of readiness that the citizens we serve have come to expect
and deserve.

The Mason Fire Department takes training very seriously as shown by our mandatory
practice policy. The first practice of each month is designated as a mandatory practice. The skills
that are featured are required to be reviewed on a yearly basis by the National Fire Protection
Association or are ones that the department feels are crucial to its members. These include such
subjects as Search & Rescue, Hazardous Materials, Incident Command System, Self Contained
Breathing Apparatus, and Extrication. If a department member misses a mandatory meeting due
to work or family conflict, there are several means open to them to make this session up. The
member can ask an officer to meet with them, attend a similar session at either the Leslie Fire
Department or the Ingham Township Fire Department or in most instances, view a video of the
presentation and take a test to show the necessary knowledge was obtained. It is not our intention
to punish a member due to circumstances, but rather to ensure the safety of the individual as well
as the other members with whom they serve.

The Mason Fire Department has a regularly scheduled training practice every other
Friday, for a total of 26 sessions per year. Fire practice begins at 7:00 PM and concludes
anywhere from 9:00-10:00 PM depending on the exercise. In 2010, approximately 1252
personnel hours were spent on Friday night trainings. This works out to an average of 36.8 hours
per person. In addition to the regularly scheduled practices, we have instituted an optional
practice that occurs once a month. This allows the members to get together to work on skills that
they wish to hone. MFD members also attend training and specialized classes on their own time.
The department furnishes each person with a subscript®mdlaouse magazine. The magazine
is filled with information and articles about the latest firefighting techniques, strategy, lessons
learned from fires, and articles on items such as the advances in car making technology that will
affect extrication practices.

The Mason Fire Department trains with other departments around the county each year.
In 2010, there were approximately 1056 additional hours spent in training with the Tanker Task
Force, Ingham County Haz-Mat team, Ice Rescue, Extrication classes, Firefighter | & Il classes,
Fire Officer I, I, & 11l classes, teaching at other departments, and National Incident Management
System training as required by the Dept. of Homeland Security.

It is very important for us to train with other county departments as we are increasingly
working together at emergency scenes on mutual aid requests. We work closely with the Delhi
Township Fire Department. We were invited to participate in a live burn on Pine Tree Road in
Delhi Township. Mason, Leslie, and Ingham Township, on an alternating basis, are hosting an
annual joint training session involving the three departments. Familiarization with each other’'s
equipment and personnel are crucial to the success and safety of the firefighters and citizens. The
2010 training was hosted by the Ingham Township Fire Department. A scenario of an explosion
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and fire at the Dansville High School allowed the three departments to practice the Incident
Command System, search and rescue, fire attack, use of our thermal imaging camera and a Rapid
Intervention Team

It is obvious that the members of the Mason Fire Department deem training important, as
evidenced by the 74% attendance rate at fire practices for 2010. The over 2300 hours of training
is done with very little, and in many cases, no compensation, save the satisfaction of knowing
that one is improving his skills as a firefighter. The Mason Fire Department is extremely blessed
to have dedicated people who understand the importance of training and the willingness to do so.
This department has a very high standing within the fire department and emergency services
community for its knowledge, actions, training, expertise, and professional manner with which
we serve the citizens of Mason and the townships of Vevay and Aurelius. This was never more
evident than the fire this past August at Americhem. The training that the firefighters, engineers,
and officers have undergone throughout their careers paid great dividends that afternoon. A
potentially catastrophic event was mitigated with relatively little property loss and no injuries.

As we look forward to 2011, we will be participating in a live burn exercise with Delhi
on Willoughby Road as well as having our own live burn at the city owned house on Jefferson
Street. Leslie will be the host for our yearly joint training. In addition to the usual areas of
training, we will also be working with the foam system on Rescue 806, the extrication tools on
Rescue 806, delving into extrication involving the new hybrid vehicles, and expanding our
familiarization with the dry hydrants in the townships. The need to keep up with the ever-
changing technology and risks involved in being a firefighter in tfec@mtury, are challenges
that we readily accept as members of the Mason Fire Department.

Live Burn Training

Fire crews burn off a field at a wildfire trainingssion in April.

15



Rescue 806

By Mark Howe
Assistant Fire Chief

Mason Fire Department takes delivery of
new Rescue Pumper

In September of 2008, a committee was formed ttewri
specifications for the replacement of the aging Engine 806.
NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) and 1SO
(Insurance Services Offices) recommend the replacement of fire
apparatus when they reach 25 years old.

In May of 2009, Mason City Council thru the budgeting process approved going to bid
for the new replacement truck. Nine companies submitted five bids for review by the Fire
Department Truck Committee and City Management Team. By unanimous ballot in August
2009, Mason City Council approved the recommendation of the Fire Department Truck
Committee to accept the bid and purchase the truck from Spencer Manufacturing with a Spartan
Motors chassis.

There is a tremendous amount of work that goes into the manufacturing of a fire
apparatus and it typically takes about a year for a custom apparatus such as this to be built. The
Truck Committee visited both Spartan Motors and Spencer Manufacturing several times during
the project to check on the progress and to inspect the truck during the various phases of
construction.

The Fire Department Truck Committee volunteered and spent several hundred hours of
their personal time from inception thru completion of this project.

The new “Rescue 806" replaces the old Engine 806, a 1984 Grumman pumper. Rescue
806 combines the functions of the old Engine 806 and Squad 815, which was used to haul the
“Jaws of Life” and other rescue tools and equipment.

The chassis was manufactured at Spartan Motors of Charlotte, supporting our local
economy and the body was built by Spencer Manufacturing Inc. of South Haven, keeping our
business in Michigan.

This truck is a great addition to our fleet, providing our firefighters the most up to date
rescue tools and firefighting technology thereby increasing our efficiency and service to the
community. Mason Fire Department also provides service to the Townships of Aurelius and
Vevay.

Rescue 806 features include:

Multiplex on board computer

1500 GPM (gallon per minute) pumping capacity

1000 gallons of water on board

Pre-plumbed as well as removal deck gun nozzle

Pre-plumbed foam system with 20 gallons on board

New generation “Jaws of Life” tools, pre-connected in the front bumper for quick
response

Air bags and rescue tools

15 KW (kilowatt) on board electric generator for lighting and tools
1000 feet of large diameter 5” hose in the top hose bed

1000 feet of 2 %2 “ hose in the top hose bed

Six person cab with individual head sets and helmet holders
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Rescue 806 arrives in Mason

Jaws of Life in the front bumper Mayor Clark hawder the check
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Incidents

Crews work at a rollover accident near Dexter and Ives Roads.

*k%k

A dryer fire on Mark Street Firefighters secure an airplane after it
caused a lot of smoke damage. crash landed in a field.

*kk
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View upon arrival.

Crews from Mason and surrounding Fire Departments successfully battle a blaze after an
explosion at Americhem on North Street.

*kk

19



Crews extricated a patient at this
pickup truck verses train accident on Kipp Road.
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On a cold winter’s night in December...

Crews work at a fire on Cherry Street. Tower 808 is making a lot of steam.
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Tower 808 operates at a barn fire Assistant Chief Howe
on Toles Road. runs fire ground operations.

*k%k

Support Personnel

Larry Howe John Dodge
Honorary Firefighter Honorary Firefighter

We are fortunate to have several honorary members that help out the Fire Department throughout
the year. Larry Howe and John Dodge volunteer their time with refreshments and rehabilitation
at fire scenes, help work at training sessions and work around the station. Retirees Norm Austin
and Dennis Whipple join this fine group of honorary members.
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Relay for Life

XK o * <
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Amarican
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The “Mason Fire Dawgs” Relay for Life team helped to raise funds for the American Cancer
Society in June.

Open house

Spraying the fire hoses and riding on the fire engine are always a big hit.
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Mason Cares

On September 11, 2010 we held odt &nual Mason Cares Day. In spite of the
inclement weather, many volunteers from around the Mason area showed up at the fire station to
wash fire apparatus and police vehicles, clean the fire station, work on the landscaping, and help
with general maintenance items. Several local businesses and residents donate their time, money,
merchandise and services to help make the event successful. Special thanks to Dart Bank and
Colleen Briggs for sponsoring and coordinating this event.

> Mason Gares

Scouts work on the landscaping Flowers get planted

Trucks get washed and shined Fire hats get stickers applied

24



9-11 Ceremony

On September 11, 2010 we gathered to pay our respects to all of the Firefighters, Police
Officers and other emergency services workers who have lost their lives in the line of duty. This
year due to the weather, the ceremony had to be held inside of the James M. Pelton Memorial
Fire Station.

The Honor Guard presents the Colors Chief Howe is the Emcee

Chief Minshall and Sergeant Hanson are speakers
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Fire Prevention Activities

Firefighters visit the schools during Fire Prevention Week.

Chief reads at the library Halloween at Andrews Automotive

26



Parades

The Mason Fire Department participated in tAe#July, Veterans Day, and the Light
Parade as well as sending trucks to Dansville, Delhi and Leslie.

Norm checks the lights in the bucket Everything is working

Mason Fire Department Fleet

Command 801 responded to 73 calls Command 802 responded to 82 calls
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Old Engine 806 responded to 27 calls New Rescue 806 responded to 17 calls

Tower 808 responded to 27 calls Engine 809 responded to 111 calls

Pumper/Tanker 811 responded to 92 calls Tanker 807 responded to 18 calls
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Brush 810 responded to 40 calls Squad 815 responded to 27 calls
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Conclusion

Looking back at the past year, we were faced with many challenges. Thanks to the loyal
and dedicated staff of the City of Mason, Mason Fire Department and our friends and families,
we were able to successfully meet those challenges. Our successes are shared with the Mason
City Council for their continued support of the emergency services for the City of Mason and the
surrounding areas that we serve.

It takes many people to make a Fire Department successful and Mason Fire is no
exception. From our fire functions to our extracurricular activities, we continue to be respected
and held in high regard by our community and by our peers. | am thankful to all of our
firefighters and their families for their countless hours spent at fire calls, working at trainings,
sitting on committees, volunteering at community events and so much more.

We are thankful to the Mason community members and local businesses who support our
functions throughout the year with donations of food and coffee at fire calls, supplies and much
more.

Special thanks to City Administrator Marty Colburn for his leadership and his
commitment to the Fire Department and emergency services in Mason.

Thanks to our Honorable Mayor and City Council for their support and backing
throughout the year. It is no accident that we have the infrastructure, equipment and tools needed
to be able to continue to provide the quality public services that our citizens and community have
come to expect and deserve.

As we look forward into 2011 and beyond, we know that we will be facing many new
challenges. | am confident that with the loyal and dedicated firefighters, City staff and all of our
wonderful support personnel, that the citizens of the City of Mason, Aurelius Township and
Vevay Township can count on the Fire Department to continue to deliver the quality and
professional fire protection and emergency services to which they have grown accustomed to.

Respectfully submitted,

Kerry Minshall, Fire Chief
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